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SEPTEMBER
TUﬁde¥
First of all, let me get some+¥\ih3 s+rai3¥\+t This
is a JOURNAL, not a diary. T know what it
says on the cover, but when Mom went out to
buy this thing T SPECIFICALLY +old her 4o
get one that didnt say "clio\ry" oh it.

Great. All T need is for some Jerk to catch me
carryihg +\'\is book around and 3e+ +¥\e wrohg idea.

|

The other +}\ih3 T want o clear up ris}ﬁ away
1S +\'\a+ +Hs was MOM’s idea, hot mine.

But if she thinks T'm going o write down m7/
"feelihss" in here or whatever, she's crazy. So
Just don+t expect me o be all “Dear Diaryn +his
and “Dear Diar)/" +hat.



The oh|7/ reason 1. asreeJ to do this at all is
because T fisure later on when T'm rich and
famous, Tl have better +)nih35 to do than
answer Peo‘ale’s s-hqm'd questions all &ay long. So
+his book is gonhnha come in )ndhdy-

HERE'S MY

GREGORY!

WERE YOU

JOURNAL.
TAEI%_(%UL'I)‘S ALWAYS NOW
YOUR SO SMART SHOO,
CHILDHOOD! AND SHOO.
HANDSOME?

Like T said, TN be famous one Jay, but for now
T'm stuck in middle school with a bunch of morons.

MORONS ~

/ =\




Let me just say for the record +hat T think
middle school is the dumbes+t idea ever invented.
You got kids like me who havent hit+ their
srowﬂ\ spurt 7e+ mixed in with +hese gorillas who
need to shave twice a Jo\y.

And then -Hwe)/ wonder w\\y bullyihs is such a bis
Pro{>|em in middle school.

T it was up to me, sracle levels would be based
on \weigh‘h not age. But then dso\ih, T guess
+hat would mean kids like C\wiras GU\)+a would
still be in +he first Srade.




Toc}dy IS ‘H\e first Jo\y of sc"\oo|, dhd rig"\'f how
were Just waiting around for the 4eacher +o \wrry
vp and finish the seating chart. So T fisure& T
mi3¥\+ as well write in this book o pass +he time.

By ‘H’\e wa7/ , let me siVe )/ou some 3004 advice. On
the first c}ay of school, you got o be real careful
where you sit. You walk into +he classroom and Just
Pluhk your stuff down on any old desk and the
hext +)nih3 7/ou know the teacher is 5"‘7"""3_

I HOPE YOU ALL LIKE
WHERE YOU'RE SITTING,
BECAUSE THESE ARE YOUR
PERMANENT SEATS.

So in this class, T got stuck with Chris Hosey in
front of me and Lionel James in back of me.

l_}



Jason Brill came in late and almost sat to m
ris\'vl', but |uckil7/ T s+o?‘>ed that from \\a‘)‘)ehihs
at the last second.

Next \Deriod, 1 should J'us+ sit in the middle of a
bunch of hot girls as soon as T step in +he
room. But T guess T do ‘H’\d‘h it Jus+ proves
T didn*t learn ahyﬂwihg from last year.

GREG, WILL
YOU PLEASE
PASS THIS

NOTE TO
SHELLY?



Man, T don+t know WHAT s up with sirls +hese
Jo\ys. T+ used to be a whole lot simpler back in
e|emeh+ar7/ school. The deal was, if you were +he
fastest runner in your class, you got all +the Sirls.

Ahd n +¥\e 1[.'1[+)n sracie, -Hwe fastest runner was
Ronnie McCoy.

a 71, 4
=S tﬁi

Nowadays, it's a whole lot more com\)|ica+ed. Now
i+'s about the kind of clothes you wear or how rich
7/ou are or if 7/ou have a cute butt or whatever.
And kids like Ronnie T"\cCoy are scra+c\'\ih3 +heir
heads wohden’hs what the heck ‘-\o\??ehed.

The mos+ popular boy in my 3rac}e is Bryce

Anderson. The thing that really stinks is that
T have ALWAYS been into 3:’r|s, but kids like
Br)/ce have oh|7/ come around in the las+ couple

O‘F yea rs.
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:[ remember *\ow Bryce use& to act back in
elemeh+ar7/ school.

I DON'T THINK

GIRLS ARE
STINKY POOS!

GIRLS ARE
STINKY
POOS!

%%‘?@%

But of course how L don+ 3e+ ah credit for
S+lelh3 Wa""'\ ‘I'}\e 3|r|s d“ +hs ‘hme

Like T said, Bryce is the most Vo?ular kid in our
srade, so that leaves all the rest of us quys
scramblms for the other spots.

T‘ne best T can fisure is that T'm somewhere
around 52nd or 53rd most \)0\7U|o\r +his year.
But ‘H‘\e sood news is ‘H‘\a‘f 1m about to move
up ohe spot because Charlie Davies is above me,
and he’s getting his braces next week.




T +r7 to explain all +his ?o\)ulan'-ry stuff +o my
friend Rowley (who s Probo\bly hovering right
around the 150 mark, b}/ +he wa7/), but T +hink
T Jus+ 9oes in ohe ear and out the other with him.

We&hesdax

Toclay we had P)nys Ed, so the first ‘H’\ihs T
did when T got outside was sneak off to +he
basketball court o see if +the Cheese was still
there. And sure enough, it was.




T‘na‘f \Diece of C\-\eese \-\o\s been si++ih3 on ‘H’\e
blo\ck‘fo‘) since las+t spring. T guess it mustVe
JrO\D\)ed out of someone’s sandwich or $ome+¥\ih3.
After o cou‘)le of &ays, the Cheese started getting
all moldy and has+7/. \\\obody would \alc?/ basketball on
+he court where the Cheese was, even +¥\ou3¥\ +hat
was the oh|7/ court that had a hoo? with a net.

Then one Jay, +his kid named Darren Walsh
+ouc)nec} +)ne Q\eese wiﬂ\ Hs fihser, and +)na+’s
what started this +Hh3 called the Cheese Touch.
T+s ’oas;cally like the Cooties. T you get +he
Cheese Touc"\ ) 7/ou’r‘e stuck with it until 7/ou pass

i+ on to someone else.

QN o

/// ,ﬁ—%.@* PRI
—_ _:A —

The ohly way to protect yourself from the
Cheese Touc(

1S o cross 7/our (ihsers.



But it's not that easy rememberih3 to kee\) your
fihsers crossed eVery moment of +he Jo«)/. T ended
up +a\>ih3 mine +03e+)ner so +)ne>/'c§ s+o\7/ crossed
all the time. T got a D in }\ah&wrﬁihs, but i+
was totally worth .

This one kid named Abe Hall got the Cheese
Touch in A\Dril, and hobody would even come nhear

\\Em for ‘H-\e rest of ‘H’\e year. ﬂ\is summer Abe
moved o\way to California and ook +)ne C)neese

Touch with him.

T Just hoPe someone doesnt start the Cheese
Touc)n up asaih ) because T dont need that kind

of stress in my life anymore.

’ﬂwrsdax

I,m }'\dvihs a serious|7/ \'\ar& +ime se‘i"h'hs used o
the fact that summer is over and T have to 3e+
out of {)ec} eVery morhihs o 90 o sc}'\oo|.

M)/ summer did not exac+|7/ get off to a great
start, thanks +o my older brother Rodrick.
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A couPle of dd)ls into summer Vacation, Rodrick
woke me up in the middle of the hisk'l'. He +old
me 1 s|e\>+ ﬂ\rous*\ H\e w*\ole Summer, but ‘H‘uﬁ
|ucki|7/ T woke vp Just in Fime for the first
day of school.

You mis\'\‘l' ‘H’\ihk I was \Dr‘e‘H')/ &umb for -fd“ihs
for that one, but Rodrick was dressed up in Nis
school clothes and he se+ my alarm clock ahead 4o
make it look like it was the morhing. Plus, he
closed my curtains so T couldnt see +hat i+ was
still dark out.

After Rodrick woke me up, T Jus+ 9ot dressed and

went downstairs +o make myself some breakfast,

like :[ do eVery morhiha on a sc\woo| c}dy.

1



But T guess T must have made a \)re++7/ {)is
racket because the next ﬂ\ihs T knew, Dad was
downstairs, 7/e||ih3 at me for eating Cheerios at
3:00 in the morning.

T+ took me a minute to fisure out what the heck
was soihs on.

After T Jic}, T +old Dad that Rodrick had
\Dlayed a trick on me, and HE was the one that
should be getting yelled at.

Dad walked down +o the basement to chew
Rodrick out, and I ‘hassed dloha. 1 couldnt
wait to see Rodrick 3e+ what was comihs to him.

12



But Rodrick covered vp \-\is tracks \)re++7/ 3004-
Ah& +o this day, T'm sure Dad +hinks Tve 30+

a screw loose or $ome+\'\ih3.

Fridax
Tociay at school we got qssished +o reo\dihs groups.

{ dont come rns)n-l' out and +ell you if you re
n +

Gifted group or +he Easy group, but you
can -ﬁgure it out rua\ﬁ' away ] |ookm3 at the

covers of the books +)ne7/ hand out.
EINSTEIN m | Bink
AS A SAYS

CHILD BOO

)
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T was \)re++7 disap\aoih-recl to find ot T 30+
\)u+ in the Gifted group, because that Jus+ means

a lot of extra work.

When +)ne7/ did the screening at the end of last
year, T did m7/ best to make sure T 3°+ ?u+ n
+he Easy group +his year.

FRED PICKED UP
THE BUH...BAH...

BEE...
THE "BOOK.”

WHEW.
THANKS!

Mom s real -h's}ﬁ with our \)rihci\)al, so TN bet
she s+e\>‘>ecl in and made sure T 30+ \>u+ in +he
Gifted group o\so\ih.

Mom s o\lways so?lihs T'm a smart kid, but that T
Just dont "aﬂ;l?/' myseh[.

14



But if there’s one +)nih3 T learned from Rodrick,
i*'s 4o set ‘>eo?|e’s expectations real low so you
end up SUr\Drisihs +hem {97/ \Drac+ica||7/ Joihg
ho+\\ih3 at all.

RODRICK, I WANT YOUR
DIRTY UNDERWEAR OFF
THE KITCHEN TABLE
BEFORE I GET HOME
FROM WORK.

15



Ac+ua||y, T'm kind of Slad my \>|dh to get put in
the Easy group didnt work.

T saw a couvle of the “Bink Says Boo” kids
\\oHihS their books u?side Jowm and T dont
think ‘H-\ey were Jokihs.

Sa+urda
Well, the first week of school is '(iha“)/ over, so
+oda7/ T sle\>+ n.

Most kids wake up early on 5a+urda7/ +o watch
cartoons or whatever, but not me. The ohly reason
T get out of bed at all on weekends is because
eVeh‘I’ud“7/, T cant stand the taste of my owh

breaﬂ\ ahymore.

16



Uhfor-l'uha-l'el)/, Dad wakes vp at 6:00 in the
morning ho matter WHAT day of the week i+
is, anhd he is not real considerate of +he fact
that T am +r7/ih3 to ehJoy ry Sa-l'urc}ay like

a hormal person.

T didnt have ahyﬂ-\ihs to do +oJa7 so T Jus+
headed vp to Rowle/s house.

Rowley is +ec\whicall7 my best friend, but that is
Jefihi‘l’ely sub Jec+ to c}mhse.

TVe been aVoidihs Rowley since the first da7/ of
school, when he did SOme-l-)nihS +ha+ really
ahhoyed me.

17



We were getting our stuff from our lockers at
the end of the &ay, and Rowley came vp to me

WANT TO COME OVER
TO MY HOUSE AND
PLAAYYY?

ﬂl—

and said—

T have +old Rowley at least a billion times that
now that were in midc“e school, you’re SU\D\DOSec}

+o say \\ahs out, ot Play But no matter
how many noogjes T give him, he o\lways for3e+s
the next time.

TVve been +r7/ih9 1o be a lot more careful about

my image ever since T got to middle school. But
*-\qvms Row|e7/ around is Ae-{.h.‘rel)f not )nel\)aha

18



T met Rowley a few )/ears ago when he moved
nto my heis\'\bor\'\ood.

His mom bous}rf him +his book called “How 4o
Make Friends in New Places,” and he came to my
"\ouse +r7/ih3 all ‘H\ese dumb simmicks.

Q(NOCK KNO@

( THERMOS! )

THERMOS BE SOME
WAY TO TICKLE
YOUR FUNNY BONE! /)
—»,{//‘\\
@
E
WAt MWW
\ N\ AN TN

T guess T kind of felt sorry for Rowley, and T
decided to take him under m7/ wihs.

T+s been great \\o\vihs him around, mos+|7/ because
I se‘f +o use all ‘H’\e tricks Rodrick \)uns on ME.

19



DID YOU KNOW THAT IF YOUR HAND
IS BIGGER THAN YOUR FACE IT'S A
SIGN OF “LOW INTELLIGENCE"?

j%} ///\\\\

BUT DO I
HAVE “LOW

20



Mohdax

You know how T said T \>|a7/ all sorts of Pro\hks
on Rowley? \/\]ell, I "\dVe a little J()t’O‘Ir)ner hamed
Mahhy, and T could NEVER get away with
\)U"ihs ahy of that stuff on him.

Mom and Dad protect Mahhy like he’s a prince or
30me+\'\ih3. And he never gets in trouble, even if
he rea||7/ deserves it.

Yes+ercio\7/, Mo\hhy drew a self-‘)or'l'rai'l' on m
bedroom door in \Dermo\heh‘f marker. T +)nou3(+
Mom and Dad were reo\lly going o le+ Rim have

it, but as usual, T was wrong.

21



But the ﬂ\ihﬁ +hat buss me the most about
Mdhhy is +the nickname he has for me. When he
was a bd{)y, )ne couldnt pronounce "broﬂ\er,“ so
he started ca||ih3 me "Bubby." And he STILL
calls me that now, even +¥\ou3}\ T kee\) +r7/ih3
to get Mom and Dad to make him stop.

Luckil7/ hone of my friends have found out 7e+,
but believe me, T have had some really close calls.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, GREG

HEY, THIS ONE
SAYS IT'S TO

MUST BE

22



Mom makes me "\el\) Mdhh)/ 3e+ reo\dy for s&\oo| n
the morning. After T make Mahhy his breakfast,
he carries his cereal bowl into the family room and

sits on his ‘>|as+ic ‘)o-H'y.

“C" IS FOR COOKIE
AND COOKIE IS

Ahd w}xeh it's time {for Hm to g0 o da?/ care, )ne
3e+s vp and Jumps whatever he didnt eat ria}ﬁ n
+he Hoilet.

Mom is always getting on me about not 'Fihis%iha
my breakfast. But if she had 4o scrape corh
flakes out of the bottom of a \)lo\s-h'c Poﬁy
eVery morhihs, s\'\e wouldh"l' "\o\\le muc"\ of an
a‘)‘)e-h'ﬂ'e either.

23



Tuesda%

T don+t know if T mentioned this before, but T
am SUPER sooc} at video games. T bet T could
beat ahyohe n m7/ sra&e head-to-head.

Unfortunately, Dad does not exac+|>/ appreciate
my skills. He's o\lways getting on me about going
out and Joihs $ome+\'\ih3 “active.”

So tonight after dinner when Dad started
}msshhs me about going outside, T +ried +o
exvlaih how with video gomes, you can \alo\y sports
like football and soccer, and you dont even get all
hot and swea+7.

But as usual, Dad didnt see my |03ic.

24



Dad is a \)re++7/ smar+t vy n seheml but when
it comes to common sense, sometimes T wonder
about Hm.

<\ AM

T'm sure Dad would dismantle my game $7ls+em
if }'\e couH -fiaure out }'\ow o do it. But |ucki|7,
+he \aeople who make these -H-u'hss make them
\Dareh+-\>roof.

DAG NAB
THESE FANCY
GADGETS!

25



EVery +ime Dad kicks me out of the house to do
SOmeﬂ\Ehs sPor+7/, T Just go up o Rowley’s and
P'“f my video games +here.

Uhfor‘l'uha‘l'el)/, +he oh|7/ games T n \>|a7/ at
Rowley’s are car-racing games and stuff like that.

Because w}xeheVer I brihs a game up o Rowley’s
\\ouse, his dad looks it up on some ‘)qrehﬁ's, Web
site. And if m7/ game has ANY kind of fishﬁhs

or Violence in i+, he wont let us Play.

¥ 7

T getting a little sick of \)lo\yihg Formula One
Ro\ciha with Rowley, because he's not a serious
gamer like me. All +hat you have o do to beat
Row|e7/ iS hame your car 50me+)nih3 ridiculous a+

the besihhihs of the game.

26



And then when you pass Row|e>/’s car, he Just

falls o pieces.

BAD
FART !
HHE A BWAAHAHAHA!

An wa7/, after T 3°+ done moPPihs the floor
wi+( Rowley +oda7/ , T Keaded home. T ran
‘H-\rous\'\ +he heiahbor’s s?rihkler a couple times +o
make it look like T was all swea+7/, and that
seemed 1o do the trick for Dad.

C’i WHEW!

27



But my trick kind of ’Oackfire&, because as soon
as Mom saw me, she made me go U‘DS‘hirs and

take a s)nower.

Wedhesdax

j: guess Dad must }-\aVe been \)re-H'y ha\)\ay wiﬂ-\
Kimsel£ for makihs me 9o outside 7es+erda7/,
because he did i+ asaih +ocia7/.

T+s getting reo\||7/ ahhoyihs +o have +o 90 up to
Rowle/s every +ime T want to Plo\y a Video game.
/ﬂ\ere’s H\is weird kid named Freﬁley w}\o lives
%al{way between my house and Rowley’s, and
?regley is always hahgiha out in his front 7/o\rd.
So i+’ \Dre‘H’y hard +o avoid him.

WANNA SEE
MY “SECRET
FRECKLE"?

28



Frealey is i my Phys Ed class at school, and he
has +his whole made-u‘) |o\h3ua3e. Like when he
heeds o 90 to +)ne bo\-ﬂnroom, )ne says—

Us kids have \)re-Hy much -Fiaurecl Fre3|e>/ out b)/
now, but T dont +think +he teachers have reo\||7/
caus}'ﬁ on 7/e+.

Tociay, T Pro{)ably would have gene vp o Rowleyjs
on m7l own ahyway, because m7/ broﬂ\er Rodrick

and Hs band were ?rac-}'icihs down in +¥\e basement.

29



Rodrick’s band is REALLY awful, and T can+t
stand beihs home when -H-\ey’re \wo\vihs rehearsals.

His band is called “Loaded Dia‘)er," oh|7/ it's
S\De“ed “Loded Piper“ on Rodrick’s van.

You m.'SH +hink he sPelleJ it +that way to make it
look cooler ) but I bet if )/ou told Rodrick )now

“l oaded Diq\)er" is rea")/ sPe“eJ, it would be news
to \'\im.

Dad was asaihs-l' +¥\e idea of Rodrick s+ar-h'h3 a
band, but Mom was all for it.

She’s +he one who bous\'ﬁ’ Rodrick his first

Jrum set.
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T +hink Mom has this idea that we're all going
1o learn 4o P|a7/ instruments and then become one

of those family bands like you see on TV.

Dad really hates \\eav7/ metal, and +thats +he
kind of music Rodrick and his band \>|a>/. T dont
think Mom really cares what Rodrick \"“}'s or listens
to, because to her, all music is the same. Tn
fact, earlier today, Rodrick was listening to one
of his CDs in the fqrm’ly room, and Mom came in
and started Jahcihs.

31



That rea||7/ bugsed Rodrick, so he drove off +o

the store and came back fifteen minutes later
wi+¥\ some \weac}\)%ohes. Ahd +\-\a+ \Dre++7/ muc\'\
took care of the ‘)roblem.

'ﬂwrséax

Yes+er&o\7/ Rodrick got a new }\eav7/ metal CD,
and i+ had one of those “Parental \l\jarhihsn
stickers on it.

T have never gotten o listen 4o one of +hose
Parental Warhiha CDs, because Mom and Dad never
let me buy +hem a+ the mall. So T realized the oh|>/
way T was gohna get a chance to listen +o

Rodrick’s CD was if T snuck it out of the house.

This morning, after Rodrick lef+, T called up Row|e7/
and told him o brihs his CD ‘alayer +o school.
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ﬂweh I went down to Rodrick’s room and took
the CD off his rack.

— QT ey

o

Youre not allowed +o bn’hs \DerSOho\l music \>|a7/ers
to school, so we had to wait to use it until after
lunch when the teachers let us outside. As soon
as we got the chance, me and Rowley snuck
around the back of the school and loaded up
Rodrick’s CD.

But Rowley 1[or30+ to \Du+ batteries in "\is CD
Player, so it was Pre‘H'y much worthless.

ﬂweh j: came up wiﬂ-\ -H\is Sreo\'f idea for a game.
The ob Jec+ was to ‘au-f +he heo\d\)}\ohes on 7/our
head and then +r7/ +o shake +hem off without
usihs your hands.
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’ﬂ\e winher was whoever could shake the \\ead\akohes
off in ﬂ\e s\'\or+es+ amount of time.

T had the record with seven and a half seconds,
but T +hink T mig}ﬁ' have shook some of m7/
filh'hss loose with that one.

Rig}ﬁ' n ‘H\e micH|e of our game, Mrs. Crm's came
around the corner and cau3¥\+ us red-handed. She
+ook the music \)layer away from me and started
c\'\ewihs us out.
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But I -Hwihk s)ne ‘\o\& +)ne wrong idea about who\+
we were doihs back there. She started +e||ih3 us
how rock and roll is “evil” and how its going o

run our {)r‘aihs.

T was going to Tell her +hat there werent even
any batteries in the CD \)|a7/er, but T could Hell she
didnt want 4o be ih-l'erruP-I'eJ. So T Just waited
until she was done, and then T said, “Yes, maam.”

But ris)n‘t when Mrs. Crais was about to let us

90 Rowley started blu{)ben'hs about how he doesnt

want rock and roll to ruin his “brains.”

2

| 1

1 T
l__L“_,f o e
2.)1}‘\\3 _
K2 -
A

HoheS'Hy, sometimes 1 dont know about +\m+ 507/.

|1
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Fﬁ&a%
Well, now T e gone and done it.

Las+ hish-l', after eVeryohe was in bed, T snuck
downstairs to listen to Rodrick's CD on the
stereo in ‘ﬂ'\e {dmily/ room.

T \DU+ Rodrick’s new \-\eo\d\))nohes on and cranked
up +he volume REALLY \wish. Then T hit “‘)lay."

TREL
-
= -
ARy

First, let me Just say T wn de(.‘hﬁely understand
why -Hwey put that “Parental \rJarhihs" sticker
on ‘H\e CD.

Bt T oh|7/ 30+ +o hear about +)nir+7/ seconds of
‘H-\e first sohg before I 30+ ih+errU\>+eJ.
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T+ turns out T didnt have the }\eac}\)%ohes \aluagecl
into the stereo. So the music was ac+ua||7/ coming

H\rous}n the SPEAKERS, hot the "\edc}\D)nohes.

TR

Ddd mdrc"\ecl me up o m7l rYoom ahci S‘w’r ‘H’\e
door behind him, and then he said—

LET'S YOU AND
ME HAVE A TALK,

Al

¢}

(o)

"
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Whenever Dad says “friend” that way, you know
oure in trovble. The first time Dad ever said
“friend” like +}'\a+ ‘o me, I didn+ 3e+ +)no\+ )ne was

beihs sarcastic. So T kind of let my Suo\ré down.

FRIEND GOOD l\r T

I Joh’-f make +¥m+ mistake ahymore.

Tohis)n‘h Dad ye“ec} at me for about ten minutes )
and then T guess he decided hed rather be in bed
than standing in my room in his underwear. He
told me T was srouhc}eci from ?ldyahs video games
for two weeks, which is about what T exPec+ed
T guess T should be slad thats all he did.

The sood +)nih3 about Dad is that when he aets
mad, he cools off real quick, and then it's over.
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U$uo\||>/, if you mess up in front of Dad, he JUS“’
throws whatever he's 30+ in his hands at 7/ou.

GOOD TIME TO SCREW UP:

Mom has a TOTALLY different s+7/|e when it
comes o Puhis%meh‘h 1{ 7/ou mess up ahci Mom
catches 7/ou, the first -H-\ihs she does is to take

a few days +o fa’sure out what 7/our Puhis)nmeh-f
should be.
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And while you’re waiting, you do all these nice
+"\ih3$ to +r7/ to 3e+ off easier.

HOW
THOUGHTFUL
OF YOU!

I JUST DUSTED
THE DINING
ROOM FOR THE
HECK OF IT!

But +hen after a few days ) ris\ﬁ when YOU
for3e+ you're in trouble, that's when she |a7/s i+

on )/ou.

NO VIDEO
GAMES FOR
A WEEK!
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l"\ohda%

This video game ban is a whole lot +ou3\-\er +han
T thought it would be. But at least Tm not the
ohly onhe in the family who's in trouble.

Roc}r‘ick’S N Some \'\o+ water wi‘ﬂ'\ Mom n'3¥\+ now,
too. Mo\hhy got ahold of one of Rodrick’s keaVy
me+tal masazihes, and one of -H-\e pages }-\ad a
picture of a woman in a bikini lying across the
hood of a car. And then Mahhy brou3¥w+ it into

Jay care for show-and-tell.
20N

£Eg

‘e %.
Ahyway, T dont think Mom was oo haﬂ)y about
getting +hat \)\\ohe call.

T saw the magazine myselmf, and it }xohes+|7/ wasn+
ah)/ﬂ'\ihs to get worked up over. But Mom doesn+
allow that kind of stuff in the house.

M



Rodrick’s \Duhis)nmeh'f was +)na+ \\e )nad Yo answer
a bunch of questions Mom wrote out for him.

Tm sorry women.
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Wedhesda;[

Tm still srouhc}ec} from Playihs video games, so
l"\o\hhy has been using my 57/5+em. Mom went out and
boush‘f a whole bunch of educational video games,
and wa+c)nih3 Mahhy \)ld)’ them is like torture.

WHAT NUMBER
COMES AFTER
TWO AND RHYMES
WITH “TREE"?

ﬂ\e 300(} news IS ‘H’\tﬁ' I -fiha“)/ fisureci out "\ow
to 3e+ some of my games Po\s+ Row|e7/’s dad. T
Just put one of my discs in Mahhy’s "DiswVerihs
+he Al‘)\'\abe‘f" case, and thats all i+ takes.

AN
. .

13



T‘nurséa;[

A+ school +oda7, +\'\e7/ announced that student
30Verhmeh+ elections are comihs up- To be )nohes+
with you, TVe never had ahy interest in student
government. But when T started thinking about

it, T realized getting elected Treasurer could
TOTALLY C)(\dh3€ my situation at school.

WE CHEERLEADERS
ARE TIRED OF RIDING
TO GAMES IN THE
SAME BUS AS THE
NERDS IN THE BAND!

HMM ... LET
ME SEE
WHAT I




Ahc} even better ...

WE JOCKS JUST
NEED AN AIR PUMP
TO INFLATE OUR
ONLY FOOTBALL.

YEAHHHH....
SORRY. CAN'T
HELP YOU
WITH THAT.

Nobody ever thinks about ruhhihs for Treo\surer,
because all anyone ever cares about are the bie-
ticket positions like President and Vice President.
So 1 -fisure f 1 sish up ‘omorrow, ﬂ'\e
Treasur‘er Job IS Pre-H}/ much mine for the -hxkihs.

To&o\y, T went and put my hame on the list to

run for Treasurer. Un{or+um+el7/, +his kid named
Marty Porter is running for Treasurer, +oo, and
he’s real ’oraihy at math. So this "".SH not be as
easy as T ‘H‘\ous}ﬁ.
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1 +o|d Ddd 'H\o\‘f I was ruhhihs for s+udeh+
soVerhmeh'h and he seemed \)re++7/ excited. T+
turns out }\e ran for student 30Verhmeh+ w\'\eh
he was my age, and he ac+ua||7/ woh.

Dad clus ‘H\rousx'\ some old boxes in ‘H‘\e basement
and found one of his cam?aigh \)os+ers.

INTEGRITY
HONESTY
KNOW-HOW

(-

&
q »

'y
I/ \1

Vot

Fronk Heff |e7/

FOR

SECRETARY

T +¥\ou3)n+ +he \Dos+er idea was Pre-H?/ sood, so
T asked Dad +o drive me to +he store +o get
some SU\D\Dlies. T loaded up on poster board and
mo\rkers, and T sPeh+ the rest of +he hiﬁ\'rl'
makiha all my campaigh stuff. So let's Just “\OPQ
+hese ?os+ers work.
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Mohdax
T brous\ﬁ' my posters in o school today, and T
have o sa7/, +)ne7/ came out \Dre++7 300!./

o o

Do You Want
MARTY PORTER
+o be 7’OUP

TREASURER?Y

HEY, YOU'RE
DROPPING ALL

OUR MONRY, | 3
YOU FOOL!

o
Remember in second 9rade how

Mar+7 Porter had head lice?
ITCH

Do You r‘ea||7/ want him
‘l‘ouchu’h\g YOUR money?

(o)
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T started )nahsihs my posters up as soon as T
got in. But -H-\e)/ were oh|7/ up for about three
minutes before Vice Prihci‘)o\l Roy sPoHed +hem.

?

. . -
()}
: ’.\‘
T1!

+

Mr. Roy said you werent allowed o write
“fabrications” about the other candidates. So T
+old Mr. Roy +hat the ﬂ'\ihs about the head lice
was true, and how it ?rac+ica||7/ closed down the

whole school when it \wa‘apehed.

But he took down all my posters anyway. So +odo\7/ ,
Mdr'fy Porter was soihs around )\o\hdihs out |o||i\)oP$
+o {>u7/ himself votes while my posters were sitting at
the bottom of Mr. Roy's trash can. T guess this

means. my Poli-h'ca| career is o”icially over.
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OCTOBER
Mohdax
Well, it’s {iho\lly October, and there are oh|7/
+Hr+7/ days lef+ until Halloween. Halloween is
my FAVORITE *\o|ic§a7/, even ‘I'}\oua)n Mom sa7/$
l]’m Se-H'ihs +o0 old o go +rick-or~+rea+ih3

ahymore.

Halloween is Dad’s favorite holiday, too, but for
a different reason. On Halloween hiah‘l', while
all the other parents are }\ahdihs out candy,
Dad is Hdihs in the bushes with a big +ras(

can full of water.

Ahd if dh7/ +eeha3ers pass {>7/ our JrEVeway, he
drenches them.
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T'm not sure Dad rea||7/ understands the concep+t
of Halloween. But T'm not gohha be +he one who
spoils his fun.

TRICK OR
TREAT!
HEH, HEH.

Tohis)n-f was the opening h:'3¥\+ of the Crossland
Hish School haunted house, and T got Mom o
agree to take me and Rowley.

Rowley showed up at my house wedring his Halloween
costume from last year. When T called him earlier
T +old him o Just wear re3u|ar clothes, but of
course he didnt listen.

)

NN
. .
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1 +ried not +o let i+ boﬂ'\er me ‘oo much ) ‘H’\ous}'\.
Tve never been allowed +o go to the Crossland
)nauh-l'ed \'\OUSe be-fore, and 1 wash+ soihs to let
Rowley ruin it for me. Rodrick has +old me all
about it and Tve been |oo‘<ih3 forward +o +his for
about three years.

Ahywa?/, w)neh we 30‘!’ ‘o -H-\e entrance, I
started \mvihs second 'H\ou\g}ﬁs about going in.

GOOD
EEEVENINGGG.

W
_ -~

But Mom seemed like she was in a }wrry to get +his
over with, and she moved us a|oh3. Once we were
-H'\rous\-\ +he 3a+e, it was one scare after another.
There were Vampires jumping out at you and \>e0\>|e
without heads and all sorts of crazy stuff.
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But the worst part was +his area called Chainsaw
Alley. There was +his bis vy n a \\ockey mask
and he had a REAL chainsaw. Rodrick told me
the chainsaw has a rubber blade, but T wasnt
+dkih3 ahy chances.

RRRRRRRRRRRg #

a

R.'s*ﬁ when it looked like the chainsaw avy
was going to catch us, Mom s+e\>\>ed in and
bm'|ec{ us out.
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Mom made the chainsaw vy show us where the
exit was, and that was the end of our haunted
house experience ria\ﬁ there. T guess it was a
li+te embarrassihs when Mom did that, but T'm
wi“ih3 to let it 90 +his one time.

Saturda

The Crossland haunted house rea||7/ got me ‘I')nihkiha.
/ﬂ\ose 3u7/s were c\wrsihs five bucks a pop, ahd
+he line stretched %a”way around +he school.

T decided to make a haunted house of m7/ owh.
Ac’ruall)/, T had o bn'hs Rowley in on the deal,
because Mom wouldnt let me convert our first
floor into a full-out haunted mansion.

T knew Rowlefs dad wouldnt be crazy about +he
idea, either, so we decided +o build the haunted
house in his basement and Just hot mention it to
his \Do\reh-ts.

Me and Rowley spent mos+t of the Jay coming up

with an awesome ‘>|ah for our haunted house.
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Here was our final \Dlo\h-'

HALL OF LAKE OF
SCREAMS BLOOD BOTTOM-
{ LESS PIT
- oo BT} -

Do @}
"E’

« RAT TUNNEL
QI
"'\MAZE OF

1,000 y DEATH
KNIFE SKULLS SLIDE
ALLEYN 3
= = ’
=

by
2090 5
m’ {nj 'SAA'EE EXI]»

T don*t mean o bras or dh7'+)mh3, but what we
came up with was WAY better than the
Crossland Hus\-\ School haunted house.

We realized we were gonna need o get the word
out +)na+ we were &oihs +)nis +)nih3, so we 30‘!’
Some paper and made up a bunch of ﬂyers.
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T admit maybe we stretched the truth a little
N our aJVer‘i’.semeh-!' but we \\o\& +o make sure

\Deople ac+uo\||7/ showed Up-

HAUNTED
BﬂQ@SE

WITH LIVE

'” SHARKS!?
O WA,

32 SURREY STREET

ADMISSION : 50¢
300 F.m.

B)/ +he time we finished ‘)u-Hihs +he ﬂyers up
around the heishbor\wood and got back +o
Row|e7/’s basement, i+ was a|reacl>/ 2:30, and we
hadnt even started putting +he actual hauvnted
house +03e+¥wer 7/e+.

So we "\d& to cut some corners from our

orisihal Plah.
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When 3:00 rolled around, we looked outside to
see if ahyohe \m& s%owed up- Ahd sure ehouslﬁ,
+here were about +weh+>/ heishbor)noocl kids waiting
in line outside Rowle/s basement.

\\\ow, I khow our ﬂyers sm’d admissioh was 1[.'H7/
cents, but T could see that we had a chance 4o
make a ki||ih3 here.

So ]: +told +)ne kids ﬂ\d‘l’ admission was two ’Ducks,
and the 1[.'1[+7/-ceh+ ‘H‘\ihs was J’us-l- a ‘17‘)0.

The first kid o cous)n up his two bucks was
Shane Snella. He ‘)m’& his money and we let him
inside, and me and Rowley +ooz

the Hall of Screams.

our PosH'iohs n
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The Hall of Screams was basically a bed with me
and Rowley on either side of it.

T guess maybe we made the Hall of Screams a
li++le +oo seary, because }wl{way +¥\rou3\\, Shane
curled vp in a ball underneath +he bed. We +ried
‘o 3e+ \'\im to crawl out from under +)nere, but
he wouldnt budge.

T started -H\ihkihs about all +he mohey we were
|osih3 with this kid closaihs up the Hall of Screams,
and T knew we had to 3e+ him out of ﬂ\ere, quick.

EVeh-fuaN)/, Rowle/s dad came downstairs. A+
first T was \\a?\a to see Hm, becavse T +¥\ou3¥\+
he could )nelv us drag Shane out from under +he
bed and get our haunted house crahkihs again.
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But Rowle)/'s dad wasnt reo\lly in a )ne|\>1[u| mood.

Rowley’s dad wanted to know what we were

Joihs, and w%y Shane Snella was curled up under
the bed.

We told him that +he basement was a haunted
house, and +hat Shane Snhella ac+ua||7/ PAID
for us to do this +o him. But Rowlefs dad didn+t

believe us.

T admit that if 7/ou looked arouhci, it didnt
rea||7/ look like a haunted house. All we had +ime
to put +ose+¥xer was the Hall of Screams and the
Lake of Blood, which was Just Row|e7/'s old baby
pool with half a bottle of ke+c\w\> n it
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1 ‘h’ied o s‘wow Rowley’s dac} our or‘isihdl \)lqh o
prove +hat we really were ruhhing o |e3i+ima+e
oPerd‘h'oh, but \'\e sill c}idh"} seem cohvihced.

771NN

And to make a |oh3 s+or‘7/ S"\or“f, +hat was the
end of our \\auh‘fed }\ouse.

The Sood news is, Since Rowle/s dad didnt
believe us, \'\e didnt make us refund S*\o\he’s
mohey. So at least we cleared two bucks +ocla>/.
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Sunda

Ro?; ended vp getting 3rouhcied for that whole
haunted house mess 7/e5+erJo\7/. He’s not allowed o
watch TV for a week, AND ke’s not allowed to
have me over at his house duriha +hat time.

That last part really isnt fair, because that's
punishing me, and T didnt even do ah7/+¥\ih3
wrong. And now where am T suPPoseJ +o ?l°‘7'
my video so\mes?

Ah)/wa?/, I fel+ kihd of bad for Row|e7/. So
+ohi3¥'\+, j: ‘h’ieci to make it up o \'\im. I +urhed
on one of Rowley’s favorite TV shows, and T
did a Plo\y-by-\)lay over +he \)"\ohe so he could
kind of ex‘)eriehce it +hat way.

WOW! LOOK AT THE SIZE
OF THAT FLAMETHROWER!
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:[ d.c} my best +o kee\) up wi+¥\ whﬁ was soihs on
on the screen, but 4o be honest with 7/ou, Tm
hot sure if Row|e7/ was Se‘Hihs ‘H\e full effect.

I BET THIS
PART IS
GONNA BE
FUNNY.

Z

N\

N

I e
[T

Tuesda

Well, éowh&)/’s Srouhdihs iS -Fiho\“y over, and Jus+
in time for Halloween, too. T went up o his
house to check out his costume, and T have +o
admit, T'm a little Jealous.

WHUP! HA HA!
I WAS RIGHT!
IT WAS
FUNNY.

Rowley’s Mom got him +his khish‘l' costume that's
WAY cooler than his costume from last year.
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His khis\'\‘l' outfit came with a helmet and a shield
and a real sword and EVERYTHING.

T Ve never had a s+ore-bou3\'\+ costume before. T
still havent -l[isured out what T'm gohna go as
tomorrow his“x‘h so LTIl \)robo\bly Jus+ +hrow
some‘l'\'\iha +03e+)ner at the last minvte. T -fisure
mo\ybe T bn’hs back +the Toilet Pa\Der Mummy again.

But I ‘H\ihk it's SU\)\)oseJ fo rain tomorrow
his\ﬁ, so that mis\ﬁ not be the smartest choice.

=
A

Sk

—
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1h 'H\e \Das+ few yeo\rs, -H-\e 9growh-ups n m7/
heis\\{)or%ood have been getting cro\hky about

m7/ lame costumes, and ‘\;)m s+ar+ih3 o ‘Hnihk it
ac+ua||7/ }\avihs an effect on +he amount of cahciy
T'm bringing in.

WHAT'RE
YOU

SUPPOSED
TO BE?

A COWBOY.

DOUBLE
BASEBALL
/ HATS

VAN

But T don+ rea||7/ have time to put +03e+¥\er a
sood costume, because T'm in c)narge of \7|ahhih3
out the best rovte for me and Rowley to take
tomorrow his\'\‘l'.

This year Tve come up with a ‘)ldh +hat Il get us
at least twice the cah&y we scored last year.
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Halloween

About an hour before we were su‘)?osed to start
trick-or-treating, T still didn+ have a costume.
A+ that point T was Ser‘ious|7/ thinking about
going as a cowboy for +he second year N a row.

But +hen Mom knocked ot my door and handed
me a \Dirq-l'e costume, wiﬂ-\ an e7/e \)cﬁc)n and a

Kook and eVeryﬂ'\iha.

Row|e7/ showed up around 6:30 wearing his
khish'l' costume, but it didnt look ANYTHING
like i+ looked 7/es+erdo\7/.

Row|e7/’s mom mdde all ‘H\ese sa'fe‘l’y im‘)roVemeYﬁS
to it, and you couldnt even tell what he was
suwosed to be dh}/mor‘e.
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S}-\e cut out a bis \'\o|e n ‘I'\'\e front of ﬂ'\e "\elme+
so he could see better, and covered him up in all
+his reflective tape. She made him wear his winter
coat underneath eVer7/+\\ih3, and she re‘alaceJ his
sword with a glow stick.

T srabbe& my \Dillowcase, and me and Row|e7/
started to head ovt. But Mom s+0\>‘>ed us before
we could 3e+ out ‘H’\e door.

I WANT YOU TO
TAKE MANNY

WITH You!



Man, T should have known there was a catch
when Mom gave me that costume.

T +old Mom there was no WAY we were 'h:\kihs
Mahhy with us, because we were going o hit 152
‘\ouses n +¥\ree }\ours. Ahcl \Dlus, we were soihs
to be on Snake Road, which is way too0 Jahgerous
for a little kid like Mdhh)l.

T should never have mentioned that las+ part,
because the next +)nih3 T knew, Mom was +e||ih3
Dad he had o go along with us 4o make sure we
didnt s+e\) foot outside our heis}\borhood. Dad
tried +o squirm out of i+, but once Mom makes up
‘-\er mihd, -ﬂ-\ere‘s ho wqy you can c\-\ahse it.
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Before we even 30+ out of our own drivewa , we
ran into our heighbor Mr. Mitchell and his kid
Jeremy. So of course THEY +q33ecl o\loh3 with us.

Mdhh)’ and J'eremy wouldnt trick-or-treat at any
houses with S\Dooky decorations on them , So +hat
ruled out \)re++7 much eVery house on our block.

Dad and Mr. Mitchell started 'hxlkihs about
football or $ome+¥\ih3, and eVery +ime one of them
wanhted to make a point, -H\e)/,d stop walkihs.

BLAH BLAH
BLAH BLAH
BLAH BLAH

BLAH BLAH
BLAH BLAH
BLAH BLAH

So we were )ni-Hihs oh|7/ about one house eVery
+weh+>/ minutes.
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After a couPIe of hours, Dad and Mr. Mitchell
took the little kids home.

T was slaJ, because that meant me and Rowley
could take off. M7/ Pillowcase was almost em\>+7/,
so T wanted to make up as much time as \)ossible.

A litte while later, Rowley told me he needed a
“PO‘H’y break.” T made him hold off for another
-for-ly-fiVe minutes. But ’Dy the time we 30-1' to m
sramm§ house, it was Pre-Hy clear that if T didn+t
le+ Rowley use the bathroom, i+ was gonha get messy.

So T +old Rowley if Ne wasnt back outside in
ohe minute, 1 was gonha start }-\e|\>ih3 mysel-f +o
\\is cahdy.




A-Her -H-\drh we headed back out on +}ne roac{.
But i+ was o\lready 10:30, and T guess that's
when most grown-ups decide Halloween is over.

You can kind of tell because +hats when +)ne7/
start comih3 +o the door in their PaJamas and
giving you the evil eye.

We decided o head home. We made up o lot+ of
time after Dad and l"\ahhy lef+, so T was \Dre++7/
satisfied with how much cah&y we took in.

When we were ‘\ah[way home, +his ‘)icku‘) truck
came roarihg down the street with a bunch of

high school kids in it
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The kid in the back was hoHihs a fire ex‘l'ihsuisher,
and when the +ruck Passed {>7/ us, he o?eheé fire.

T have 4o give Rowley credit, because he blocked
about 95% of the water with his shield. And if
he hadn+ done that, all our cahdy would have
gotten soaked.

\Aﬂweh +¥\e truck drove aw«:\7/, 1 7/e||ec§ out some‘ﬁ\ihs
that T resre‘Heci about two seconds later.

WE'RE
CALLING




The driver slammed on the brakes and he turned
his +ruck around. Me and Rowley started running,
but ‘H’\OSe suys were ris‘ﬁ on our }\eels.

The oh|7/ \)lace T could think of +hat was safe
was Gramma’s \'\ouse, so we cut ‘H’\rous‘\ a couple
backyards to get there. Gramma was in bed
alreo\dy, but ]: knew s}-\e kee\)s a key under -H-\e
mat on her front ‘Dorc}\.

Once we got inside, T looked out the window to see
if -H\ose 3“7'5 )nad followed us, and sure ehousk )
-H-\e)/ did. T tried 1o 4rick them into leaving, but
‘H‘\e)/ wouldn+ budge.

WELL, I GUESS NOW
THAT WE'RE SAFE IN
OUR OWN HOUSE,
YOU CAN'T GET US!
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er a while, we realize e teenagers were

Af+ hil lized the + 9

going +o wait us out, so we decided we were Jus+

gonhna \ane o S\DehJ -H-\e his)n-l- at Gramma’s.

’ﬂm‘f’s when we started aetting cock ) makin
getting cocky 3

mohkey noises at the +eeha3ers and whatnot.

Well, at least T was mo\kih3 mohkey noises.
Row|e7/ was kind of makihs owl noises, but T

guess it was +he same seheral idea.

OOH OOH!
EEE EEE!
AHH AHH!

T called Mom o tell her we were going to crash
at Gramma’s for the his‘w‘l'. But Mom sounded
rea|l7/ mad on the Phohe.

She said it was a school hi3¥\+, and that we had
o get home right that instant. So that meant

we were gohnhd )naVe +to make a run for it.
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T looked out the window, and this time, T didn+
see the truck. But T knew +hose 3“7'5 were \'\idihs

somewhere and were Jus‘r +r7/ih3 to draw us out.

So we snuck out the back door, }\op\)ed over
Gramma’s fence, and ran all the way to Snake
Road. T fisured our chances were better there
because there arent any s+ree+|53¥\+s.

Snake Road is scary ehou&"\ oh its owh without
}\avihs a truckload of teenagers }\uh‘h'hs you
down. EVery +ime we Saw a car comihs, we dove
into ‘H\e bus‘wes. j:+ mustVe taken us a )'\adf "\our
to go 100 7/ards.
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But believe it or not, we made it all the wa
home without 3e+‘h'h3 caus%-h Neither one of us
le+ our Sum‘& JOWh uvntil we 30+ o m7/ JriVer?/.

But ris}ﬁ then, there was this awful scream, and

we Saw a bia wave of water comihs +oward uS.
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Man, T -forgo-l' ALL about Dad, and we +o+a||7

Po\id -H-\e ‘m'ce for it.
WHOOPS!
HEH, HEH.

When me and Row|e7/ got inside, we laid out all
our cahdy on the kitchen +able.

The ohly H\ihss we could salVase were a couP|e of
mints that were wraPPe& n ce||0\>\wahe, and the
toothbrushes Dr. Garrison gave us.

T +hink next Halloween TN Just s+a>/ home and

mooch some Buﬂerfihsers from the bowl Mom
kee\Ds on top of the refrigerator.
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NOVEMBER
'ﬂwrs&o\x
On the bus ride into school +oda7, we \aassed ’07/
Gramma’s house. T+ got rolled with toilet paper
las+ hi3¥\+, which T guess was no bis surprise.

J&E)

T do feel a little bad, because i+ looked like it was
gohha +ake a long time to clean Up- But on the
brig\ﬁ side, Gramma is retired, so she \aro’oably
didnt have ahyﬂxihs \)lo\hhecl for +oda7/ anyway.

We&hesdax

Tn +hird period, Mr. Underwood, our P\wys Ed
teacher, announced that the boys will be doihg a
wres+|ih3 unit for the next six weeks.
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1{ ‘H\ere’s one ‘I'Hhs most {>07/s n my sc"\ool are
into, its Professioho\l wrestling. So Mr.
Underwood mia}ﬁ' as well have set off a bomb.

Lunch comes risH' after P)nys Ed, and the

cafeteria was a com\:|e+e madhouse.

T don*t know what the school is +)nih1<ih3 }\avihs

a wres+|ih3 unit.

But T decided if T dont want 4o 3e+ twisted
into a \Dre‘l'zel for the next month and a half, T4
better do my homework on this wres+|ih3 business.
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So T rented a couP|e of video games to learn
some moves. And you know what? After a while,
T was reqlly starting to get +he }\dhg of it.

DOES THIS
FEEL RIGHT?

Thn fact, the other kids in my class had better
look out, because if T kee? +K
real threat.

is up, T could be a
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ﬂweh asaih, I better make sure I c}oh"f do
TOO good. This kid named Preston Mudd got
named Athlete of the Month for beihs +he bes+
Player in the basketball unit, so -H'\e)/ put his
picture up in +he \mllway.

* PMudd °
X
[ ]
Athlete of the
o Month o

T+ took ‘Deo‘ﬂe about five seconds to realize how

“P. Mudd” sounded w)neh 7/ou said it out |oud, and
after that, it was all over for Preston.




’ﬂwrsdax

Well, T found out +ocla7/ that the kind of wres+|ih3
Mr. Underwood is +eo\cHh3 is COMPLETELY
different from the kind -Hwe)/ do on TV.

First of all, we have to wear these +\-\ih35 called
“singlets,” which look like those bathing suits
‘H\e)/ used to wear in the 1800s.

And second of all, +here are no ‘Ji|e drivers or
\wi++ih3 \aeo\ale over the heads with chairs or
o\hy/ﬂ\ihs like +ha+.

T}\ere’s not even a rihs wiﬂ-\ ropes arouh& it.

T+ Just basico\lly a swea+7 mat that smells like
it's never been was)ned before.
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Mr. Underwood started o\skihs for volunteers so
he could demonstrate some wres+|ih3 holds, but
-H-\ere was ho Wo\)/ I was aoihs Yo raise m7/ }mh&.

Me and Rowley tried to hide out in the back of
+¥\e 37"" near +¥\e curtain, but +¥~\a+’s w}xere +)ne
girls were doing their gyrmhastics unit.

N

We 30‘!’ out of -H'\ere n a hurry, and we went
back +o where -H\e rest of +)ne suys were.

Mr. Underwood sihsled me out, \Drobabl because
T'm the |i3\'\+es+ kid in the class, and he could
+oss me around wi+\'\ou+ $+rdihih3 }'\imsel-f. He
showed eVerybon how 1o do all these —H\ihss
called a “half nelson” and a “reversal” and a
“takedown’ and stuff like that.
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When he was doihs +his one move called the “fire-
man's carry," T fel+ o breeze down below, and T
could el my Sih3|e+ wash+ Joihs a sood Jo{)
kee‘)ihs me covered up.

That's when T +hanked my |uck7/ stars the 36r|s
were oh the other side of the gy

Mr. Underwood divided us up nto weis*vl’ groups.
I was Pre++7/ )““\’\77’ about +}\a+ at firs+,
because i+ meant T wasn+t going o have to
wrestle kids like Behhy Wells, who can behc}\—\)ress
250 \Douhds.
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But then T found out who T DID have to wrestle,
and T would have traded for Behhy Wells in a
)near-l’{)ea‘l'.

GREG, YOU'LL BE
PAIRED UP WITH
FREGLEY HERE.

?resley was +he oh|7/ kid |53¥\+ ehoush to be in m7/
weis%*l' class. And a\)\)areh+|7/ Fresle)/ was \)d)/ihe
attention when Mr. Underwood was giving
nstructions, because }\e \)ihheci me eVery w\m’c}x way
you could imagine. T spent my seventh ‘)eriod
getting WAY more familiar with Frealey than T

ever wanted to be.
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Tuesdax

This wrestling unit has +4otally 4urned our school
U\Dsic{e down. Now kids are wres+|ih3 in the }-\o\llwa?/s,
in the classrooms, you hame it. But the fifteen
minutes after lunch where 'H\ey let us outside is
+he worst.

You cant walk five feet without +ri\>\>ih3 over a
cou‘ale of kids going at it. T Just +r7/ to kee\)

m7/ distance. AhJ mark m7' worcis, one of ‘H-\eSe
fools is going o roll risH’ onto the Cheese and
start the Cheese Touch all over again.
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M)/ other bis \Droblem is +hat T have +o wrestle
Fresley every single day. But +his morhing T
realized SOme-I')niha. Tf T can move out of
?resley’s weis}vf class, T wont have to wrestle
him dh7/more.

So +oda7/, T stoffed my clothes with a bunch of
socks and shirts o get myself into the next
wei3¥\+ class.

But T was still +oo |.'3¥\+ to move up.

T realized T was gonna have 4o gain weig}ﬁ for
real. A+ first T -HwousH T should Just start
|oadih3 up oh Juhk food, but then T had a much
better idea.
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:[ decided +o so\ih my weia)n-l' n MUSCLE, hot fat.

T Ve never been all that interested in getting in
s)na‘)e before, but this wres+|ih3 unit has made me
rethink +¥\ih35.

T ﬁﬁure i T bulk up how, i+ could o\c+ua||7/ come
in )nahdy down the road.

The football unit is coming in +he spring, and
+¥\e7 sPIH the +eams up into shirts and skins.
And T ALWAYS 3e+ ‘)U“’ on skins.

T +hink ‘H‘\ey do that o make all the ou+-of-s\\a‘>e
kids feel ashamed of themselves.
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TfT can \chk on some muscle now, i1l be a
whole different s+or7/ next A‘)ril.

GREG HEFFLEY,
YOU'RE ON

Tohis}ﬁ, after dinner, T got Mom and Dad
+03e+¥\er and told +them my \alo\h. T +old them T
was soih3 +o need some serious exercise equi‘Dmeh-h

ah& some wei )n‘l'- an owJer, +oo.
gnT-gan p

T showed +them some muscle magazines T got at
the store so ‘H-\ey could see how ri\)\)eJ T was
Soihs to be.
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Mom didnt req||7 say ahyﬂxihs at first, but Dad
was Pre++7/ enthusiastic. T think he was Just
slo\d T had a c}mhae of Neart from how T used
+o be when T was a kid—

IF YOU WORK
OUT REGULARLY,
YOU CAN GET

BIG MUSCLES!

MUSCLES
ARE

GROSS!

But Mom said if T wanted a weis\ﬁ set, T was
going to have +o prove that T could stick with
ah exercise regimen. She said T could do that ’oy
Joiha sit-ups and Jum\)n'hs Jo\cks for two weeks.

T had 4o explain that the ohly way to get
+o+d||7 bulked up s to get the kind of \\ish--l'ec\\
machines 'H\e)/ have at the sym, but Mom didnt
want 4o hear it.
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ﬂweh qu So\i& i ]: wah+ec} a behc}\ press, I
should kee\) my fingers crossed for Christmas.

But Christmas is a month and a half away. And
fT get Pihhec} by Fre3|e7/ ohe more time, L m

SOhhd \'\dVe a _hervous bredkdOWh.

So it looks like Mom and Dad arent going o be
o\h7/ }'\e|\>. Ah& ‘H‘\d+ means j?m soihs o \'\aVe o

take matters into my owh hands, as usuval.

Sa‘h;rcia%

T couldnt wait to start my we53k+-+raihih3
program ‘I'ocld\)/. EVeh ‘H\oush Mom wou|c}h,+ le+
me 3e+ +he equi\)meh'l' T heede&, T wasn+ soihs
+o let that hold me back.

39



So T went into the fri&se and emP'h'eJ out the
milk and orange juice and filled +he Juas with
sand. ﬂ\eh i +a\>eJ -H\em to a broomsﬁck, and
T had m75e|~f a Pre++7/ decent barbell.

Af‘l'er ‘H\a‘l’, T made a bench press out of an
ironing board and some boxes. Once T had that
all set, T was ready +o do some serious |i1f‘h'h3.

T needed a spotting partner, so T called
Rowley. And when he showed vp at my door
weadring some ridiculous se‘hJ\), T knew T made
a mistake inviting him.
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T made Rowley use the bench press first, mos+|7/
because T wanted to see if the broomstick was
soihs o *\OH vp-

He did about five reps, and he was ready ‘o
c‘ui‘f, but 1 wou|cih)+ le+ "\im. /ﬂ\a‘f’s w‘wo\‘i’ a
sooé +raihih3 Par‘l'her is for, to ‘)US)(\ 7/ou
beyohcl your limits.

FIFTEEN MORE!
COME ON!

T knew Rowley wash+ going to be as serious
about weish‘f |i1[+ih3 as T was, so T decided to
+r7/ out anh exPerimeh‘l' to test his dedication.

Th the middle of Rowley,s set, T went and got
+his \)\'\ohy nose and mustache Rodrick has in his

Juhk drawer.
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And n's}ﬁ' when Row|e>/ had the barbell in the
“down” ‘)osi‘h'oh ) I leaned over and looked ot \\im.

Sure ehous\'\, Rowley TOTALLY lost his
concentration. He couldnt even get the barbell
off *\is chest. T ‘H‘\ous*\‘l' about *\el\m'hs him out,
but then T realized that if Rowley didnt get
serious about workihs out, he was never 3oih3 o

get to my level.

T eVeh+ua||7/ had o rescue him, because he started
bi-h'hs the milk Jug o let the sand leak out.
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After Rowle)/ got off +he bench press, it was
+ime for my set. But Rowley said he didnt feel

like workihs out o\h7/more, and \'\e went *\ome.

You know, T -ﬁgured he'd \)ull some-l'\wihs like that.
But T guess you cant ex?ec+ eVeryohe +o have
+he same kih] of dedication as you-

Wedhesdax

To&ay n Geosrd\ﬁ\?/ we *\o\d a quiz, ahd ]: \wVe
o 50\71, I’Ve been |oo’<ih3 forward +o ‘H‘\is one for
a long time.

The quiz was on state caPHals, and T sit in
‘H\e back of +)ne room, ris)(ﬁ' hext to +)m's aiah‘f
map of the United States. All +he ca?i‘hls are
written in big red print, so T knew T had +his
ohe in the bas.
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But right before the test got started, Patty
Farrell Pi‘)ed up from the front of the room.

Pa++7/ told Mr. Tra that he should cover up +he
United States map before we got started.

So thanks +o Pa-Hy, T ended up ﬂuhkihs the

quiz. And T will Jefihi‘l'ely be |ookih3 for a way
to \aa?/ her back for +hat one.
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’ﬂwrsdqx

Tohis‘ﬁ' Mom came up o m7/ room, and S}\e \\dd a
ﬂyer in her hand. As soon as T saw it, T knew
EXACTLY what it was.

T+ was an announcement +hat the school is havihs
+r7/ou+s for a winter \;lo\y. Man, T should have
+hrown +hat ﬂ-\ihs out when T saw it on the
kitchen +able.

I BEGGED }'\er hot to make me sish vp- T"\ose
school \7|d7/$ are a|wa7/s musicals, and the last
‘H‘\ihg j: heec} 1S Yo \'\o\Ve o sihs a solo in front
of the whole school.

But all my bessihs seemed to do was make Mom
more sure L should do it.
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Mom said the oh|7/ way T was going to be “well-
rounded” was {37 trying different things.

Dad came in my room to see what was going oh.
T +old Dad that Mom was makiha me Sigh up for
the school \)lay, and that if T had to start
going to \>|o\7/ practices, i+ would +o+a||7/ mess up
rn)/ weis}ﬁ-li-f‘h'hs sd\e&ule.

T knew that would make Dad +ake my side. Dad
and Mom arsue& for a few minutes, but Dad was

ho ma‘l'c*\ for Mom.

So +¥\d+ means tomorrow I’Ve 30‘!’ o dudHioh for

the school \Dlay.

‘Fn'clax

The \)lay -H\e)/’re &oihs +his year is “The Wizard
of 0z." A lot of kids came wearing costumes for
the Par-rs +¥\e7 were +r7ih3 out for.
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1’Ve never even seen -H-\e moVie, So for me, it was
like wnlkihg into a freak show.

Mrs. Nor+oh, the music director, made eVeryohe
sing "My Couh+r7/ "Tis of Thee” so she could hear
our singing Voices. T did m7/ singing +ryouts with
a bunch of other {30715 whose moms made them
come, “oo. :[ tried to siha as c‘uie‘H)/ as \)ossi{>|e,
but of course T got sihsled out, anyway.
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:[ )ane ho idea w\-\cﬁ' a HSOPrdho“ S, but from
the way some of the sirls were 3.’33“?\3, T knew
it wasnt a sood ‘H‘\ihs.

Tryou-ts went on forever. The grand finale came
with auditions for Doro-ﬂv, who T guess is +he
lead character in the ‘Dlay.

And who should +r7/ out first but Pa++7/ Farrell.

T +)nou3*\+ about +r7/ih3 out for the \)dr-l' of the
Witch, because T Keard +hat in the Pld)’, the
Witch does all sorts of mean ﬂ\ih\gs to Doroﬂ\)/.

But then sw»ebociy told me theres a Good Witch
and a Bad Witch, and with my luck, Td end up
se-Hihs ‘)icked to be +he soo]

ohe.
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l"\ohda%

T was \'\o‘)ihs Mrs. Norton would Just cut me from
+he \’l"?" bot +oc§a7/ she said that eVeryohe who
tried out is going to get a part. So |uck7/ me.

Mrs. Norton showed “The Wizard of Oz" movie
So everyone would know the story. T was trying
to fu’sure out what part T should \>|o\7/, but
pretty much every character has to sing or dance
at ohe point or another. But about halfwa
-H'\rous}\ +he moVie, T fisured out what ?ar‘l' T
wanted +o sigh vp for. T'm going Yo sigh vp to
be a Tree, because 1) ﬂ\e)/ dont have +o sing
and 2) +)ne7/ get to bean DoroH\)/ with ap\ales.
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Ge-l"h'hs to peg Pa-H'y Farrell with avvles in
front of a live audience would be my dream come
trve. T may dc+ua||7l have 4o thank Mom for
makihs me do this ?lay once its all over.

A-Her +)ne moVie ehdec}, I sishecl up to be a Tree.
Uhfor-hma-fel)/ , a bunch of other 3u7/s had the
same idea as me, so 1 guess there are a lot of

3“}'5 who have a bone o Pick with Pa-H)/ Farrell.

We&hesdaz

Well, like Mom o\lwo?ls says, be careful whcﬁl]ou
wis\'\ for. ]: so+ Picke& to be a Tree, but

dont know if that's such a sood ‘H\ihﬁ. ﬂ\e Tree
costumes dont ac-l'ua”y have arm holes, so T guess
+hat rules out any a‘avle-ﬂ\rowiha.

o
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T should \Drobably feel |uck7/ that T got a
speaking part at all. ’ﬂwey had oo many kids
+r7/ih3 out, and nhot ehoua"\ roles, so H’\e)/ *\o\d
to start makihs up characters.

Ro&hey James tried out to be the Tin Man, but
he got stuck with beihs the Shrub.

Frida

m\ber how T said T was lucky to get a
S‘Deakihs ‘)ar-r? Well, +oda7/ T found ot T oh|7/
have one line in the whole \>|a7/. T So\< i+ when
Doroﬂ\)/ \)icks an aPPIe off my branch.
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ﬂweﬁ means I )naVe to g0 to a +wo-¥-\our \quc-h'ce
eVery dd)l Jus+ so T can So\7/ ohe s-hqm'd word.

Tm starting to +hink Roclhey James got a better
deal as the Shrub. He found o way to sneak a
video game nto )’\is costume, and I“ bet ‘H’\d‘f
reo\lly makes the time g0 by.

So now I’m +r>/ih3 +to ‘H’\ihk of ways o 3e+ Mrs.
Norton to kick me out of +he Plo?l. But when
you oh|7/ have one word +o say, it’s really hard +o

mess up 7/our lines.
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DECEMBER
'ﬂwrs&o\x
The \>|a7/ is oh|7/ a couvle of c}ays away, and T
have no idea how were going o PU“ +his ‘H\nhs off.

First of all, hobo&y has bothered to learn their
lines, and that's all Mrs. Norton’s fault.

Dunhs rehearsal, Mrs. Norton w‘ms‘)ers eVeryohes
lines to them from the side of the stage.

I GET THAT
————— YOU RE PRETTY!
! “TL GET
\ YOU, MY ! |

\ PRETTY' !
- ,\r

Y
1

!
b
/

1

:[ wonder )now it's 3°'h3 o 90 next Tuesda?/
wheh Mrs. Nor+oh 1S Sl‘H"lhs at \wer ‘)ldho -Hmr-l’)/
feet o\wa7/
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Ahoﬂ-\er -H-\ihs -H-\q‘l"s screwihs eVeryﬂwihs vp 1S
that Mrs. Norton kee\)s o\&dihs hew scenes and

hew cho\rqders.

Yes-l'erdo\y, she brous\ﬁ in +his firs-f—araéer to
\>|ay Doroﬂ'\)/’s dos, To+o. But +oc}d)/, ‘H\e kid’s
mom came in and said she wanted her child +o
walk around on two |e35, because crawlihs around
on all fours would be +oo "Jesra&ihs."

s

So now weVe got a cios +hat's gohha be walkihs

around on his hind |ess for the whole show.

But the worst c}xahse is +that Mrs. Norton ac+ua||7/
wrote a sohg +that vs TREES have to sing.
S)ne So\id eVeryohe "deserVesn a c"\ahce Yo sihs n

+he ?lay.
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So +oc§a>/ we spent an hour learhihs the worst
song +\-\a+’s ever been written.

@E THREE TREES... 7))
YA

Thank God Rodrick wont be in the audience +o
see me humiliate m7/se|1[. Mrs. Norton said +he

Play is going o be a “semiformal occasion,” and T
know there’s no wa7/ Rodrick is going to wear a

tie for a middle school \)lay.

But +oJa7 wasn+ all bad. Toward the end of
practice, Archie Ke"y +n">‘>ed over Rodhey James
and c)ni?\)e& his tooth because he couldn™ stick
his arms out to break his fall.
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A N

So the Sood hews is, ﬂ\e)/'re |e++ih3 us Trees
carve out arm holes for the Performahce.

Tuescqu

Tohigh‘l’ was the b@ school Pro&ucﬁoh of “The Wizard
of Oz.” 'ﬂ\e first sigh ‘ﬂ'\o\‘f -ﬂ-\ihss were hot Soihs Yo
9o well )na??eheJ before the \)lo\)/ even started.

T was ‘)eekihs -H\rous\'\
the curtain 4o check out
how mahy ?eo?le showed
vp to see the \)lo\y, and
guess who was s+ahciih3
ri3¥\+ vp front? M)/
broﬂ-\er RoJrick, weo\n'hs

a c|i‘7-oh tie.
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He must \'\dVe -fouhd out :[ was sihsihs, dhd )‘\e
couldnt resist the chance to see me embarrass m7'se|~f.

The Play was SUP?osed 1o start at 8:00, but it 9ot
Jelayed because Rodhey James had stage frisht

You'd fisure +hat someone whose Jo{) it was to sit
oh the stage and do hoﬂ\ihs could Jus‘r suck i+ vp
for one ‘)erformahce. But Ro&hey wouldnt budse,
and eVeh+U¢:\||7/, his mom had o carry him off.

-

The \>|a7/ fiha"y got started around 8:30.
\\\obody could remember their lines, Just like T
Pre&iﬁed, but Mrs. Norton ke\>+ ‘H\ihss moVing
along with her piano.
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The kid who \)lo\yed Toto broua\'ﬁ' a stool and a
Pile of comic books onto the stage, and that
+o+a||>/ ruined +¥\e w%ole "Jos“ effect.

\l\“'\eh i+ was time for -Hwe fores+ scene, me and
‘H’\e o+\'\er Trees )no‘)?ed into our \)osi-h'ohs. ﬂ\e
curtains rose, o\hd wheh +)ne7/ c}.d ]: }xeo\rd

Mdahhy's Voice.
4

////////
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Great. T have been able +o kee\) +hat nickname
quiet for five years, and now all of the sudden
+he whole town knew i+. T could feel about 300
pairs of eyeba“s Poih‘%ecl my way.

So I c}ac} some c‘uick dd-“b{)ihs ahd I was able +o
deflect the embarrassment over to Archie Ke“y.

I THINK YOU
DROPPED AN

But the ma \jor embarrassment was still on the
way. When T heard Mrs. Norton P|a76h3 +he

first few bars of “We ﬂ\ree Trees ," T fel+ m7/
stomach J'um?.

T looked out at the audience, and T noticed
Rodrick was hol&ihs a Video camera.
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T knew that if T sang +he sohg and Rodrick

recorded it, he would kee\) +he tape forever and
use i+ Yo }numiliai'e me for ‘H\e rest of my life.

T didnt know what to do , SO when the time came
to start singing, T JUS‘*‘ ke\)‘}‘ m7/ mouth shut.

WE THREE TREES
9 FROM YONDER
GLEN..

For a few seconds there, 'H\ihas went OK. T
-fisurecl that if T didnt +ec}\hicq||7 sing +he
song, then Rodrick wouldnt have ahyﬂmhs to
hold over my head. But after a few seconds, the
other Trees noticed T wasnt sihging.
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I guess +\-\e7l mustVe +¥\ou3\'\+ I knew $ome+¥\ih3
+hat +)ne7/ cliclh"f, so +¥\e7/ s+0\>‘>ecl sihsihs, too.

DO SPY A MAIDEN
§0  FAIR AND swee;, .

Now the three of us were Jus+ s+c\hclih3 -H'\ere,
hot sayihs a word. Mrs. Norton must have
‘H‘\ous"\‘i' we {or‘so‘f ‘H’\e words o +¥\e sonhg,
because she came over to the side of +he stage
and w\-\isperecl +he rest of the |7Irics to us.

WHILST WE ARE
- ROOTED TO OUR *
+ SPOTS, SHE
' DOTH MOVE ON |

 LIGHTER FEET... /
T
Hy
|
NN N

|
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ﬂwe sohg 1S ohly about ‘H‘\ree minutes |oh3 ) but
to me it felt like an hour and a half. T was Just
\Drayihs the curtains would 90 down so we could

\\oP off the s-hase.

That's when T noticed Pa++7/ Farrell s+o\hciih3 n
+he wings. And if looks could kill, us Trees would
be dead. She \Dro{mbl)/ ﬂ-\oua\-ﬁ we were ruihing her
chances of makihs it Yo Broa&way or 50me+\\ih3.

Seeih3 Pd+‘|’7/ $+dhc}ih3 +)nere remihded me w"\y I
sished vp to be a Tree in the first Place.




Pre++7/ soon, the rest of the Trees started
+)nrowih3 aﬂﬂes, too. T think Toto even got in
on -H\e act.

Somebody knocked the glasses off of Pa++7’s
head, and one of the lenses broke. Mrs. Norton
had to shut down +he Play after that, because
Pa++7/ cah+t see two feet in front of her with-
out her glasses.

After the ?lay was over, my family went home
+03e+¥\er. Mom had brou\g}ﬁ' a bouque-f of flowers,
and T guess +}\e7/ were suP?osed to be for me.
But she ended up Yossing them in the 4rash can
on ‘H‘\e wa7/ out ﬂ'\e cioor.

T Jus+ \-\O\De +hat eVeryohe who came to see the
P'd)/ was as entertained as T was.
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\Ajec{hesdqx
Well, if one Soo& -H\ihs came out of the ?lay, its
that T dont have to worry about the Bubby

nickname anymore.

T saw Archie Ke||7/ getting hassled in the %a"wa)/
after fifth \Deriod ‘l’oday, so it looks like T can
-fiho\lly start to breathe a little easier.

Suhdo?i

With all this stoff going on at school, T havent
even had +ime to think about Christmas. And its
less than +en Jays away.
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Ih fad', +’ne oh|7l 'Hwiha ﬂ\o\'f -h'\)\)ed me off
that Christmas was coming was when Rodrick put
his wish list up oh +he refriaero\-ror.

/’\ioéf:i’ck’s Wisi\ N
Lis+

1. New drumg
2. New van

3' S\‘\Nnken Jt\ec:c:l
S o

v A

T uswlly make a bis wish list eVery year, but
this Christmas, all T reo\lly want is this video
game called Twisted Wizard.

Tohis*ﬁ Mahh7/ was soihs ﬂ\rous}\ ﬂ\e Q\ris+mo\s
ca'h:\los, Pickihs out all the stuff he wants with
a ’059 red marker. Mdhh)/ was circling every single
+o>/ in the ca-l'alos. He was even circlihs rea“y
ex‘DehSiVe +Hh35 like a gant motorized car and

stuff like that.
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So :[ Jecic}ed o $+e\> n ahJ siVe \'\im some sood
{)is-broﬂ'\erl)/ advice.

T +old him that if he circled stuff that was
too ex?ehsEVe, he was soiha to end up with a
bunch of clothes for Christmas. T said he
should Just \)ick three or four meJEum-?riced
si-f‘l's so he would end up with a couple of
‘H\ihﬁs he ac+uo\||7l wanted.

But of course Mahhy Just went back to cir‘clihs
eVer7/+)nih3 aao\ih. So T guess hell J'us-i' Nave +o
learn the hard way.

When T was seven, the ohly -H-\ihs T rea||7/
wanted for Christmas was a Barbie Dream House.
And NOT becavse T like 35r|$’ +o7/s, like
Rodrick said.
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T Just ‘H\ous)n-l' it would be a req||7/ awesome fort
for my +o7/ soldiers.

When Mom and Dad saw my wish list that year,
+\we7/ got in a bis figh‘l' over it. Dad said there was
ho way he was getting me a dollhouse, but Mom
said it was )nealﬂxy for me to “experiment” with
whatever kind of +o7ls T wanted +o Play with.

Believe i+ or not, Dad ac-h/all)/ won that argument.
Dad +old me to start my wish list over and \aick
some +o>/s +hat were more "a?\)ro?ria‘fe" for boys.

But ]: ‘ane a Secret wea\)oh w\-\eh it comes +o
Christmas. My Uncle Charlie always gets me whatever

T want. T 4old him T wanted the Barbie Dream
House, and %e said }\e’d hook me up.
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On Christmas, when Uncle Charlie gave me my
361[-1', it was NOT what T asked for. He mustve
walked into the +o>/ store and \)icked up +he first
-H\ihs he saw +hat had +he word “Barbie”

on it.

So if 7/ou ever see a \)ic+ure of me where Tm
‘-\oHihs a Beach Fun Barbie, now at least you
know ‘H’\e w"\ole $+or7/.

Dad wasnt real ‘\a\)\)y when he saw what Uncle
Charlie 30+ me. He told me to either +hrow it
out or siVe it away o c*wo\ri‘l')/.

But T ke\)-l' i+ anyway. And OK, T admit maybe
T +ook it out and Played with it once or twice.
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Jﬂweﬁ’s ‘wow I ehded up n -H-\e emersehcy room
two weeks later with a Pihk Barbie shoe stuck up
my hose. Ah& believe me ) Rodrick )nds never let

me ‘\ear ‘H\e end of THAT.

) ¢

e ——

ﬂwrsc}ax

Tohis‘ﬁ me ahd Mom went out o 3e+ a 361[+ for
the Givih3 Tree at churdh. ﬂwe Givihs Tree IS
basically a Secret Santa kind of H\iha where you
get a 3i~f+ for someone who is heedy.

Mom ?ickeJ out a red wool sweater for our

Givih3 Tree 3u7/.

T tried to talk Mom into getting 50me+\-\ih3 a
lot cooler, like a TV or a slushie machine or
Someﬂ\ihs like that.
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Because imdsihe if all 7/ou 30+ on C"\riS‘I'mds was

a wool sweater.

Tm sure our Givihs Tree vy will throw his sweater
in the trash, alohs with the ten cans of yams we
sent his way Jurihs +he ’ﬂ\ahkssivihg Food Drive.

Christmas

\/\“’\eh I woke vp +¥\is morhihs and went Jowhs-hairs,
+here were about a million Siﬁ’s under the Christmas
tree. But wheh I started diasihs o\rouhd, +\-\ere
were %arc“y any SEHS with my hame oh +hem.
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But Mqhhy made out like a bandit. He got EVERY
sihsle ‘H\ihﬁ he circled in +he cq+a|03, ho lie. So
T bet he's Sldc} he didn* listen to me.

T did find o couP|e -H\ihgs with my hame on
-H-\em, but -H\ey were mos+|>/ books and socks and
stuff like +hat.

T oPehed m7/ si-f‘l's in the corner behind the
couch, because T don+ like opehing si-f‘l's near
Dad. Whenever someone opens a 351[+, Dad swoops
right in and cleans up after them.
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T gave Mahhy a +o7/ ‘-\elicop-fer and T gave
Rodrick a book about rock bands. Rodrick gave
me a JDook, too, but of course )ne didnt wrap it.
The book he got me was “Best of Lil Cutie.” “Li
Cutie” is the worst comic in the hewspaper, and
Rodrick knows how much T hate it. T +hink +his
is +he fourth year in a row I Ve gotten a “Lil
Cutie” book from Hm.

T gave Mom and Dad +heir 3&1[+s. T get +hem
-Hwe same kind of ‘H’\ih& eVery yeo\r, but \ao\reh-fs
eat that stuff up-
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The rest of the relatives started s}'\owihs up
around 11:00, and Uncle Charlie came at noon.

Uncle Charlie {)rousH' a big trash bas full of

3i1f+s, and he \aulled my present out of the top
of +¥\e bas.

/ﬂ\e ?ackaﬁe was 'H-\e exact ri3\x+ size and s)no\‘)e
to be a Twisted Wizard game, so T knew Uncle
Charlie came ‘H\roush for me. Mom got +he camera
reac{)/ and T Hore open my SEH.
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But it was Just an 8 x 10 picture of Uncle Charlie.

T guess T didnt do o sood Job of "\i&ihs my
Jisa??oih-fmeh-h and Mom got mad. All T can say
S, 1’m Slad i’m still a ki&, because if j: \'\dd o
act \w\)\)y about the kinds of 3.'1[+s grown-ups

3e+, T dont think T could \>u|| it off.

I KNOW THE
PERFECT
PLACE FOR
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T went up to my room to take a break for a
while. A cou?le minutes later, Dad knocked on my
door. He told me he had my 351[4' for me out in
the garage, and the reason it was out there was

because it was too bis o wrap.

And when T walked down to the garage, +here
was a {)rahd-hew we53¥\+ set.
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ﬂwﬁ ‘H‘\ihs mus+t }m\/e cost a fortune. ]: &.‘dn’+
have the heart +o tell Dad +that T kind of lost
interest in the whole weish-%-lh[-l'ihs +)nih3 when
+he wrestling unit ended last week. So T Just
said “thanks” instead.

T think Dad was expecting me to Jro‘D down and
start cloihg some reps or 50me+¥'\ih3 , but T JUS“'
excused m7/se|~f and went back inside.

At about 6:00, all the relatives cleared out.

T was sitting on +he couch wa+c\-\ih3 Mo\hhy \)lay
with his +o7/s, feelihg \)re-Hy sorry for myself.
Then Mom came vp to me and said that she
found a 3i~F+ behind +he ‘)iaho with my hame oh
i+, and it sai&, “From Santa.”

126



ﬂwe box was way oo bis for Twis+ed \f\]izard, but
Mom \Julle& the same "bis box" trick on me last
7ear when she 30+ me a memory card for m7/
video game s7ls+em.

So T ri\)?ec} open +he Packase and \)ulled out my
present. Ohly +his wasnt Twisted Wizard, either.
T+ was a giant red wool sweater.

At first T ‘H\ous"rf Mom was ?layihs some
kind of \arac‘h'ca| Joke on me, because this
sweater was -H\e same kihc} we {)ousH' for our

Givihg Tree 3u7/.

But Mom seemed Pr‘e‘H')/ confused, too. She said
she DID b“}' me a Video game, and that she had

ho idea who\‘f -H-\e sweater was doihs n m7/ box.
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Ahd ‘H'\eh I -fisureci it out. ]: ‘I'olc{ Mom ‘I'}\ere
must have been some kind of mix-u‘), and T 30+
+)ne Givihs Tree 3u7/’s 361[+, and }\e 30+ mine.

Mom sai& s\\e used +¥\e Same kih& of wra‘J‘)ihs
paper for {)oﬂ\ of our 3;’1[+s, so s)ne mustVe
written -H\e wrohg hames oh +¥\e +ass.

But then Mom said that +his was reo\||>/ a 300&
-H-\iha, because the Givihs Tree Quy was Probably
really )no\va he got such a great 351[+.

ITS A
CHRISTMAS
MIRACLE!
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T had 4o ex\Dlaih +ha+ you heed a game sys+em
and a TV +o ‘>|a7/ Twisted Wizard, so the game

was +o+d||>/ useless o Hm.

-
#

EVeh ‘H\ous)n m7/ C}\risi'mas was nhot aoihs +¥'\o\+
great, T'm sure it was going a whole lot worse

for H\e Givihg Tree 307/.

T kind of decided to throw in the towel for this
Christmas, and T headed up o Row|e7’s house.
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T forso+ to get o si-f‘l' for Rowley, so T Just
s|a\>‘>eé a bow on the “Lil Cutie” book Rodrick

3aVe me.

And that seemed to do the +rick.

Rowle/s parents have a lot of mohey, so T can
qlwa?/s count on them for a 3003 3i1[+.

But Rowley said that this year he ‘)icked out my
SiPr himself. /n\eh he broua\ﬁ' me outside to show

me what it was.
From the way Row|e7/ was *\7\?5\"\5 his present, T

'H\ous)n-l' he must have 3o-H'eh me a biﬁ-screeh
TV or a mo+orc7lc|e or someﬂ'\ihg.
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But once again, T let my hoPes get oo HS"\.

Rowley got me a Bis Wheel. T guess T would
have +\-\ou3¥-\+ +his was a cool SEH when T was in

+he third srade, but T have no idea what T'm
SUPPoseJ to do with one now.

Row|e7/ was so enthusiastic about it that T 4ried
my best to act like T was %a\)\)y anyway.

’/./I W\ IE
jé.),’s &
l

We went back inside, and Rowley showed me his
Christmas loot.
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He sure 30+ a lot more stuff +¥\o\h 1 did. He
even got Twisted Wizard, so at least T can ‘Jlay
it when T come up o his house. That is, until
Row|e7/’s dad finds out how violent it is.

Ahd bo , You \'\o\Ve hever seen Someone as }'\d??)l as
Rowley with his “Lil Cutie” book. His mom said it
was ‘I{e oh|7/ ‘H\iha on his list that he didn+ get-

Well, Tm Sldd SOMEONE 30+ what ﬂ\e)/
wanted +oda>/.

ITS A
CHRISTMAS
MIRACLE!
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New Year's Eve
Ih case 7/ou,re wohderihs whﬁ I’m doihs n my room ot

9:00 p-m. on New Years Eve, let me {il you in.

Earlier +oda7/, me and Mahhy were horsing around in
the basement. T found a -h'hy black ball of +hread
on the carpet, and T told Mo\hh)' it was a sPiJer.

Then T held i+ over him ‘)re‘fehdihs like T was
soiha to make him eat it.

=

SCREAM!!
SQUEAL!

RESH' when T was about to let Mahhy 90, he
slavped my hand and made me clro\) the thread.
And guess what? That fool swallowed it.

GULP
\

o

-~ ¢
<

~

g
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Well, Mo\hh)/ comP|e+e|7/ lost his mind. He ran
upstairs o where Mom was, and T knew T was
n bia trouble.

I
= .
BiR
g o |

Mahhy told Mom T made him eat a S\m'c}er. T
told her there was no spi&er, and that it was
Just a ‘h'h)/ ball of thread.

SNIFF

Mom {)rous)n‘l' Mahhy over to the kitchen +able.
ﬂ\eh s}\e \)u+ a seecl, a raisin, and a grape oh a
\;la‘fe and old Mahhy to point to the +)nih3
+hat was the closest in size 4o the piece of
+hread he swallowed.
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Mo\hh)/ took a while to look over the -H'\ihss oh
the Pla‘i’e.

Then he walked over 4o the re{risera‘ror and
Pulle& out an orange.

LY N Z9
=i i

So thats why T got sent o bed at 7:00 and
I’m hot dowhstairs wa+c¥\ih3 ﬂ\e New Year's EVe
S\)ecial on TV.

AT

And that's also why my ohly New Year's

resolution is o never \>|a7/ with Mahhy again.
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JANUARY
\r\ledhesda;[
T found a way +o have some fun with +he Bis Wheel
Rowley got me for Christmas. T came up with +his
game where one vy rides down the hill and the
other vy tries 4o knock him off with a football.

Rowle{ was the first one down the hill, and T

was the +\'\rower.

T+s a lot harder 40 hit a moVing target +han T
+\'\ou3¥\+. Plus, T didnt get a lot of practice. T+
+ook Rowle)/ like +en minutes 4o walk the BES Wheel
back up +he hill after every trip down.
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Row|e7/ ke\>+ askihs +o switch \Dlo\ces and have me
be the one who rides the Bi3 Wheel, but T'm no
fool. That thing was hitting thirty-five miles an
\\our, and it didnt have o\h7/ brakes.

DO YOU WANT NO THANKS...
TO HAVE A I'™M NOT AS
TURN NOW? GOOD AS YOU!

(PANT, PANT)

Ahywo?/, T never did knock Rowle)/ off the BES
Wheel +ocla7/. But T guess T Kave 50me+\~\ih3 to

work at over the rest of Christmas vacation.

ﬂwrsdax
T was )neaclihg up o Rowle/s +ocia7/ +o Pla our

Bia Wheel game again, but Mom said T had +o
finish my Christmas +\mhk-7/ous before T went

out ahyw}were.
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1 ‘I"wous}ﬁ ]: could J'us+ crank out m7/ ﬂmhk-)/ou
cards in a half hour, but when it came to o\c+ua||7/
writing them, my mind went blank.

N VN AN

Let me ell you, its not easy writing -Hmhk—)/ou
hotes for stuff you didnt want in the first \)lace.

T started with the nonclothes items, becavse T
+¥wou3)n+ +)ne7/’d be easiest. But after two or
three cards, T realized T was ‘)rac+ico\||7/ writing
+he same ‘H\ihs eVer7/ time.

So T wrote up a seherod form on the computer
with blanks for the +)nih3$ +hat needed o c}\ahse.
\rJrHihS the cards from there was a breeze.
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Dear Aunt L)/J id,

Thank you so much for the awesome ehc)/clo])ecliq !
How did you know I wanted that for Christmas?

I love the way the ehcyclo?eclia looks onmy shelf !

All my friends will be so jealous that I have my very own

encycloPeA a -

Thank you for making this the best Christmas ever!

Sincerely, G reg

T"\)/ sys+em worked out Pre-Hy well for the first
couP|e of 3i1[+s ) but after ﬂ\d‘l’, hot so much.

Dear Aunt Loretta,

Thank you so much for the awesome \)an-rs !
How did you know I wanted that for Christmas?

I love the way the \aon-l-s looks on my ‘635 !

All my friends will be so jealous that I have my very own

Pcm'l's

Thank you for making this the best Christmas ever!

Sincerely, Gre 9
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Frida

ﬁilly knocked Row|e>/ off the Bis Wheel +ocia7/,
but it didn+ \wa\apeh +he way T exPec+eJ. T was
+r7/ih3 to hit him in the shoulder, but T misse&,

and the football went under the front dire.

Rowley tried to break his fall {37/ s+ickih3 out his
arms, but he landed \>re++7/ hard on his left
hand. T fisure& hed Jus+ shake i+ off and get
right back on the bike, but he didn+.

T 4ried to cheer him vp, but all the Jokes +ha+
u5ua||7/ crack him up weren+ workihs.
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So T knew he must be hurt \Dre-H'y bad.

HEY, LOOK AT ME!
I'™M YOUR DAD!
DARR DARR DARR.

(SNIFF)
HEH, HEH.
\

Mohda%

Christmas vacation is over ) and now we're back
at SC\'\ool. Ah& 7/ou remember Rowley’s Bis \An'\ee|
accident? Well, he broke his hand, and now he has
to wear a cast. Ahd +oc§a7/, eVeryohe was crowdihs

arouhd \-\im like ‘\e was a "\ero or Someﬂ'\iha.

AN
‘O D

Vs
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T +tried to cash in on some of Rowley’s new
Po?ularﬁy, but i+ +o+a||7/ back fired.

NS 7,
‘O :

I'™M THE ONE

wHO BROKE
HIS HAND!

~)

A‘i’ |uhc\'\ a {)uhc"\ of sir|s EhVHed Rowley over to
their table so +)ne7/ could FEED him.

What really ticks me off about that is that
Rowley is ris)n-i'-\-mhc}e&, and its his LEFT hand
that's broken. So he can feed himself Just fine.

HERE
COMES THE
AIRPLANE!
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Tuesdax

T realized Row|e7/’s thury ‘H’\ihg is a ‘)re‘Hy soo&
ro\cke‘l', so I decided i+ was time for me to \'\o\Ve
an injory of my owh.

I +ook some gavze from }\ome, and :[ wra\a\)ed
up my hand 4o make i+ look like i+ was hur+.

IT'S A RAGING
INFECTION CAUSED BY
A SPLINTER THAT WAS
LEFT UNTREATED!

T couldnt fisure out why +he Sirls weren+
swarming me like +)ne7/ swarmed Row|e7/, but then
T realized what the \Droblem was.

See, ‘H\e cast is a srearf simmick because eVeryohe

wants to sign their name on it. But it’s not exactly
easy Yo signh gavze with a pen.
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So T came up with a solution that T +\'\ou3¥'\+
was Jus+ as sood.

WOULD YOU LIKE TO
BE THE FIRST ONE
TO SIGN MY
SYMPATHY SHEET?

F i

That idea was a +otal bust, +oo. I"\)/ {)ahdo\se did
end up attracting attention from a couvle of

\DeoPle, but believe me, -Hwey were not the -I7/\>e
of Peoyle T was going for.

CAN I PEEK
AT YOUR
INFECTION?
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Mohdax

Last week we started the +hird quarter at
school, so now T have a whole bunch of new
classes. One of the classes T sishecl up for is
someﬂ\ihs called Ih&epehdeh‘f S+ud7/.

T WANTED +o sigh up for Home Economics 2,
becavse T was \Dre'H'y sood at Home Ec 1.

But ’Deihs 3004 at sewiha does not exo\c+|7/ ’ouy
you ‘Jo‘)ulari‘f)/ points at school.

ACTUALLY,
IT'S AN
EMBROIDERED
BOOKBAG.

HEY, LOOK,
GREG HAS A
PURSE!

Ahywo\y, +his Ihde‘)ehéeh'f S+u&7/ thing is an
ex\)erimeh+ ﬂ\e)/’re +r7/ih3 out at our SC)nool for
the first time.
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The idea is that the class gets assisheci a project,
and then 7/ou have to work on it +ose+\-\er with ho
teacher in the room for the whole quarter.

ﬂwe ca+c¥\ 1S ‘H‘\d"’ w}xeh you’re done ) eVeryohe n
7/our group 3e+s ‘H’\e same sraée. I {ouhd out
+ha+ Ricky Fisher is in my class, which could be
a {)is \)roblem.

Ricky’s 'ois claim to fame is that hell Pick +he
gum off the bottom of a desk and chew it if 7/ou
pay him 'Fn[-fy cents. So T dont rea||7/ have }\iﬁ}\
}'\OPCS for our final sr‘a&e.

P
°

Tuesda;
Todo\y we got our Ih&e\oehdeh-r S+ud>/ assignment,

and guess what it is? We have to build a robot.

=V

A+ first eVeryboéy kind of freaked out, because
we +¥\ou3)n+ we were goihg o have 4o build the
robot from scratch.

146



But Mr. Darnell 4old us we dont have o build an
actual robot. We Just heed to come up with ideas
for what our robot mia\ﬁ look like and what
kinds of 'H\ihss it would be able o do.

Then he left +he room, and we were on our own.

We started braihs+ormih3 rig}ﬁ away. T wrote
down a bunch of ideas on the blackboard.

EVerybody was Pre-H)/ im‘)ressed with my ideas,
but it was easy to come up with them. All T
did was write down all +he ﬂu’hss T hate
Joiha m7/se|1[.

But a couPle of +he sirls got uvp to the front of
‘H\e room, and ‘H\ey }-\ad some ideas of +\-\eir own.
/ﬂ\ey erased my list and drew up +heir own ?lah.
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ﬂwey wanted to invent a robot that would give
you Ja-h'hs advice and have ten +7/\>es of |i\> sloss
onh rts 1[ih3er+i\>s.

os' H ¢« o
e ,)/"v' (9 —
A A

All uvs auys +\wou3¥\+ +his was the s+uPides+ idea
we ever heard. So we ended up s‘>|i++ih3 into +wo
groups, sirls and boys. The boys went to the
other side of the room while the girls stood
around +o\|kih3.

Now that we had all the serious workers in one
Place, we got o work. Someone had the idea
+hat you can say )/our hame to the robot and i+
can sa7/ it back o 7/ou.
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But +hen someone else Poih‘rec} out that you
shouldnt be able 4o use bad words for your
name, because the robot shouldnt be able +o
curse. So we decided we should come vp with a
list of all the bad words +he robot shouldnt be
able 4o say-

We came up with all the resular bad words, but
then Ricky Fisher came up with +weh+7/ more the

rest of us )naJ hever even }\ear& before.

So Ricky ended up beihg one of the most valuable
contributors on this \DroJec-h

Ria)n-l' before +he bell rang, Mr. Darnell came
back in the room to check on our progress. He
Pickeé up +he \)iece of paper we were writing oh
and read i+ over.
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To make a |oh3 $+or>/ S"\ori’, 1hde\>ehéeh‘|’ S‘h;ci)/
is canceled for the rest of +he year.

K70\

Well, at least it is for us boys. So if +he robots
in the future are going around with cherr |i\>
sloss for fihsers, at least now you know {ow it

all got started.

'ﬂwrsdo\x
Th school +oda7/ +)ne7/ had a sehera| assembly and

showed the movie “Tt's Great o Be Me,” which
'H\e)/ show us eVery yeo\r.

The movie is all about how you should be \\d\)\))/
with who 7Iou are and not c}mhse ahyﬂ'\ihe
about yourself.
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To be honest with you, T +hink thats a really
dumb message to be +e||ih3 kids, es?ecially +he
ohes at m7/ sc‘wooL

IT'S GREAT
TO BE ME!

Later on, -H-\e)/ made an announcement -H-\art
there are some opehings oh +he Sa{e—f)/ Patrols,
and that got me thinking.

T£ someone \aicks onh a Safe+7/ Patrol, it can get
+¥\em SUS\)ehded. T‘ne way 1 fisure it ]: can use
ah7/ extra \Dro‘l'ec-h'oh T can 3e+.

Plus, T realized that mo\ybe beihs in a_position
of au+)(\ori+7 could be 3003 for me.
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BUT WE'VE

CAQR\(SIESP%E/ESE BEEN STANDING
STREET NOW? HERE FOR AN

T went down 4o Mr. Wihsky’s office and sishecl
myself vp, and T got Rowley to sign up, too.
gﬂwug*ﬁ Mr. \Ajihsky would make us do a
bunch of chih-u‘)s or Jum?ihs Jo\cks or 50me+)nih3
to prove we were up for the Job, but he Jus+
handed uvs our belts and badges on the spot.
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Mr. \r\]ihsk7/ said the opehings were for a sPecial
assighment. Our school is "53"\+ hext to +he
e|emeh+ar7/ school, and -H\ey’Ve got a ho\l{-day
kih&ersar‘i’eh +here.

He wants us to walk the morning session kids home
in the middle of the Jay. T realized that meant
we would miss +weh-|7/ minutes of Pre-A|3e{>rq.
Rowley must have ﬁsured +hat out, too, because
he started 4o sPeak vp- But T gave him a wicked
Pihc‘-\ underneath the desk before he could finish

Hs sentence.

BUT WE
WOULD MISS

T couldnt believe my luck. T was getting instant bully
protection and a {free pass from half of Pre-A|3e{>rq,
and T didnt even have to lift a fihser.
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Tuesdax

%day was our first clo?/ as Sm[e+7 Patrols. Me and
Row|e7/ dont +ec¥\hica||7/ have stations like all the
other Pcrh‘ols, so that means we dont have to stand
out in the -Freezihs cold for an hour before school.

But +\'\a+ didn4 s+0\> us from comih3 o 'H\e
cafeteria for the free hot chocolate -H-\e)/ hand
out to ‘H‘\e oﬂwer Patrols before "\omeroom.

Another great \aerk is that you get to show up
ten minutes late for first Pen’od.




:[,m +e||ih3 )/ou, I,Ve 30+ it mo\de wi‘l'}\ ﬂ\is
Safe+7/ Parol -H\ihs.

At 12:15, me and Row|e7/ lef+ school and walked
+he kihderaar-l'hers home. The whole trip ate up
for-l'y-fiVe minutes, and there were ohly +weh+7/
minutes of Pre—Alsebro\ lef+ when we got back.

\/\]alkihs +he kids home was no sweat. But one of
the kindergartners started 4o smell a little funny,
and T think maybe he had an accident in his Pah'l's.

He tried 4o let me know about it, but T Just
stared s+ra|’3¥w+ ahead and ke‘)'l' walkihs. T
take these kids home, but believe me, T didnt

sish up for ahy dia\)er &u+>/.
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FEBRUARY
Wedhesda;[
Today i+ snowed for the first time this winter,
and school was canceled. We were SU‘)‘)osed +o
have a test in Pre-AlSe’Dra, and Tve kind of
slacked off ever since T became a Sm[e+)/ Patrol.
So T was Psyche&.

T called Rowley and told him to come over. Me and
Hm "\dVe been +a”<ih3 about buiHihs ‘ﬂ\e wor‘|cys
bi&geﬁ snowman for the past couvle of years how.

And when T say the world’s bisseS‘r Showman,
T'm not ki&&ihﬁ. QOur 30a| is to get into +he
“Guinness Book of World Records.”
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But eVer7/ +ime we Ve gotten serious about going
for the record, all the snow has melted, and
weVe missed our window of oPPor-i'uth. So this
7/ear, T wanted 4o 3e+ started rish-r away.

\r\n\eh Rowley came over, we started ro||ih3 +¥\e
first snowball to make the base. T figured the
base was going o have 4o be at least eia\ﬁ feet
+all on i+s own if we wanted to have a shot at
{)reakihs the record. But the snowball got real
)neav7/, and we \-\ac} to take a {)uhc)n of breaks in
between rolls so we could catch our breath.
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Dun’hs ohe of our breaks, Mom came outside to 90
+o the grocery store, but our snowball was blockihg
her car in. So we got a li+tle free labor out of her.

After our break, me and Rowley \Dus)ned +hat
snowball until we couldn ?ush it any farther.
But w)neh we looked be%ihd uS, we Saw +)ne mess
we had made.
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The snowball had gotten so ‘weavy +hat it tore
up all the sod Dad had Just laid down this fall.

T was )no‘m'hs it would show a few more inches
and cover vp our tracks, but Just like that, i+
s+0\7\>e& Showihs.

Our \7|ah +o build the world’s biSSeS‘l' showman
was starting to fall apart. So T came up with a
better idea for our snowball.

EVery time 1+ Shows, the kids from W\-\irley
Street use our Ml for slecHihs, even ‘H\ous"\ +)m'$
isnt their heis\'\bor"\ood.
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So tomorrow morhihs ) w\'\eh ﬂ'\e \/\”’\iﬂe)/ Street
kids come marc\\ihs up our hill, me and Rowley are
soihs o -I'eac)n ﬂ\osa 3u7/s a lesson.

Thursda
When t woke up +his morning, the snow was
alreo\c}y starting o mel+. So T +old Row|e7/ to

hurry up and 3e+ down to m7l house.

While T was waiting for Rowley +o show vp, T
watched Mdhh)’ +r7/ih3 to build a snowman out of
+he \)iddly crumbs of snow that were left over

from our snowball.
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T+ was ac+ua||7/ kind of \Do\+)ne+ic.

T really couldnt )neIP doihg what T did next.
Uh-for+uhd+e|7/ for me, ria\ﬁ at that moment,
Dad was at the front window.




Dad was ALREADY mad a+ me for +earih3 up
+he SOJ, so T knew T was in for i+. T heard the
garage door open and T saw Dad coming outside.
He marched ria*ﬁ out carryihs a snow shovel, and T
‘H-\oua)n‘l' T was going to have 4o make a run for it.

\

—

But Dad was \weo\dihs for my snowball, not me.

And in less than a minute, he reduced all our

hard work +o hoﬂ\ihs.




Rowley came {)7 a few minutes later. T -Hwoua)n-f he
mis\ﬁ ac+uo\||7/ get a kick out of what \\a‘)‘)eheé.

But T guess he had his heart se+ on ro||ih3
that snowball down the hill, and he was really
mad. But get this: Rowley was mad at ME for
w}-\o\‘f DAD did.

T +old Rowley he was beihs a bis b“bf' and we
got in a shovihs match. Ris\ﬁ' when i+ looked like
we were going fo get in an all-out 1[i3§\+, we got
ambushed from +he street.




T+ was a hit-and-run b}/ the \r\“\irley Street kids.

x A%

And if Mrs. Levine, my Ehalis\-\ teacher, was
there, T'm sure she would have said +he whole

. . o, . »
situation was ironic.

We&hesda%

Toddy at school -H\e)/ announced theres an opening
for the cartoonist Job in the school paper. There’s
oh|7/ one comic slot, and up until now this kid named
Bryah Little has been "\oseihs it all to himself.
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Bryah has +his comic called "\r\]acky Paws," and
when i+ started off, it was ac+ua||7/ Pre++7/ fuhhy.

But |a+e|7/, Bryah)s been using his strip o handle

his \aersohal business. T guess that's w¥\7/ 'H\e)/

gave Hm ‘H‘\e axe.

Wacky Dawg Bryan Little
Hey, Actually, Susan Lim, if you are reading this,
Wacky T have Bryan is very sorry he kissed your
Dawg, say Something best friend Rachel behind the
somethin' Serious on lockers. He hopes you can find it in
FUNNyl  my mind your heart to forgive him.
) ’ TOdGY.

P.S. Barry Palmer,
you still owe Bryan
—_ five dollars, you

BUM!

10N

As soon as T heard the news, T knew T had +o
+r7/ out. "\/\lo\cky Do\ws" made Bryah Little a

celebri

at our sc%ool, and T wanted o 3e+ n

on some of that kind of fame.

T had a taste of what it's like to be famous at
my school when T won honorable mention in this

ah+iSmokih3 contest ﬂ\e)/ ‘\ad.
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Al T did was trace a picture from one of
Rodrick’s heavy metal magazines, but |uckil7/, no
ohe ever fouh] out.

DON'T SMOKE OR
YOU'LL LOOK LIKE ME.

The kid who won first ‘)lace is named Chris
Carhey. And what kind of ticks me off is that
Chris smokes a+ least a ‘Jack of cisare-H'es a day.
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’ﬂwrséax
Me and Rowley decided to team up and do a
cartoon +03e+(er. So after school +oda7/ he came

over +to m7/ "\ouse, and we 30‘1’ +o work.

We ’Dahsec} out a bunch of characters real
quick, but that turned out to be the eo\s7/
Par‘h When we tried to think up Some Jokes,
we kind of hit a wall.

T -fihqlly came up with a sood solution.

1 mdde up A cartoon w)nere +)ne \Duhc}n line of
eVer7/ strip is “Zoo-Wee Mama!”

That way we wouldnt get ’Dossed down with )no\vihs

to write actual Jokes, and we could concentrate on

‘H\e \Dic+ures.
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For the first couvle of strips, T did the writing
and drew the characters, and Rowley drew the
boxes around ‘H\e \)id'ures.

S+ep on a crack,

break your

momma's back!

Hev, Timmy, your
moi‘Zer 5“‘37‘;'67(,} on a

a Peel, An oD
\Dther\'\ePis dead.

Rowley started comP|aihih3 +hat he didnt have
ehoug)n to do, so T let him write a few of the strips.
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But to be )nohes+ wi+¥s 7/ou, -Hwere was a pre
obvious droV n qud“‘l’)/ once Rowley started Joihs
the writing.

T have been
waiTing three
Hours +o get
a hamburger.

Fina“y! One

Hamburqer,

Tm sorry,sfr;
we are dll
sold out.

EVeh+ua||7/ T got kind of sick of the “Zoo-Wee
Mama" idea and T \Dre++7/ much let Row|e7/ take
over the whole operation.
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And believe i+ or not, Rowley’s c}rqwihs skills are
worse than his writing skills.

A+ least +'s
not @n

acid Pudc”e.

T

T +old Rowley maybe we should come up with
some hew ideas, but he J'us-i' wanted to kee\a
writing “Zoo-Wee Mamas.” Then he Packe& up his
comics and went home, which was fine {)7/ me. 1
dont rea||7/ want to be \mr+hereci up with a kid

who doesnt draw noses, ahyway.

170



After Rowley lef+ 7/es+erdo\7/, T reallz got to work

oh Some comics. 1. came up with this character called
CreisH'oh the Cretin, and T got on a roll.

CREIGHTON THE CRETIN by Greg Heffley

HI, MY NO IT ISN'T.
NAME IS YOUR NAME IS
CREIGHTON. “STEWART PID."

J

N

OOPS. HI, I'™
STEW PID.

)

HAR HAR HAR HAR!

? K

1



T rustve banged out twenty strips, and T did-

nt even break a sweat.

I WONDER WHAT THAT’S NOT A BOX, ITS A
IS IN THIS CUTE BRICK, YOU DUMB MORON!
LITTLE BOX?

\

OOPS. T HAVE BEEN TRYING
TO OPEN IT ALL DAY.

DOCTOR, COULD 1 CREIGHTON, I TOLD
HAVE A NEW BUTT? YOU A MILLION TIMES,
MY OLD ONE HAS A EVERYONE’S BUTT HAS
CRACK IN IT. A CRACK IN IT!
N NN
OH YEAH,I
FORGOT.

/ﬂwe srea‘f +Hh3 about -H\ese "Creis\-vl'oh +\~\e Cretin'

comics is that with all the idiots running around my
school, T will NEVER run out of new material.
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\An'\eh 1 30+ o sc}\ool +oc§a>/ ) 1 +ook m7/ comics
to Mr. Tra's office. He's the teacher who runs
the school hewspaper.

But when T went o turn my strips in, T sow
that there was a \)ile of comics from other kids
who were +r7lih3 out for the Job.

Most of them were Pre++7/ bad , So T wasnt oo
worried about +)ne compe'l'i‘l'ioh.

O ,
. don't walk near  yeah, youre
Gl r\5 our lunch table, ~~not even

| tyl ! cute!
P\ULEO yler green % —

o \ 59
by tabitha ﬁ%ﬂ, %
cutter and ,
lisa russel T

—

ha ha ha ha ha ®

ha ha ha hal 9|r|5 ROULE!
L N /

! i %E; SMACK? g
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—

T’ gonna Yo dude wartch

Ao:k\'\is ra out for +hat
Jomp- telephone
7 wire

& O
AN

am 3qu
I wore my
helmet

onNE
6 % ~ / © | Mﬁwﬁs END

One of the comics was called “Dumb Teachers,”
and it was written {>7/ this kid named Bill Tritt.

Bill is a|wa>/s in detention, so T guess he has a
bone o ?ick with Jus-l' about eVery teacher in the
school, ihcluclihs Mr. Tra.
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So :[,m hot too WOrried about ‘H\e chthes of

Bill's comic getting in, either.
@ //

4
(5X'9)
)
o
w ‘\S‘I-mk
‘ hines )
70, (from +he Po°p- —

There were ac+uall7/ one or two decent comics in
the bin. But T sli\:\)ec} +hem under a \Dile of
PaPerwork on Mr. Tra's desk.

Heui, Mr. Irq,

ou OOPCA

Your P9n+s
G90ll"\-

Ho‘)efu“y, those ones wont turn up until T in
\'\63*\ Sc}\ool.

SLIP
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ﬂ'\UFSJd%

To&ay, during morning announcements, T got
-H\e news I was \'\opihs for.

AND THE NEW
CARTOONIST FOR THE
SCHOOL PAPER IS...
GREG HEFFLEY!

The paper came out +oda>/ at lunch time, and
eVeryohe was readihs it.

T really wanted o \)ick up o copy to see my
hame in print, but T decided o Just \)lay i+ cool
for a while instead.
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T sat at the end of the lunch +able so there
would be ‘)leh of room for me to start sighing
dtrl’osro\\)*\s for m7/ hew fans. But hobody was coming
over to tell me how great my comic was, and T
started 4o get +he feelihs Some-l'\\ihs Wds wrong.

T Srabbed a paper and went into the bathroom
o check it out. Ah& w‘-\eh :[ Saw my comic, I
Pro\c-fically had a heart attack.

Mr. Tra told me he had made some “minor edits”
to m7l comic. T ‘H\ous‘ﬁ’ he JUS+ meant he fixed
spelling mistakes and stuff like that, but he
totally butchered it.

ﬂ\e comic }\e ruihec} was one of my favorite ones,
+00. Th the orisiho\l, Creia}ﬁoh +he Cretin is +akih3
a math test, and he o\ccicieh‘fd")/ eats it. And then
+he teacher 7/e||s at him for beihs such a moron.
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B7/ the time Mr. Tra was done with it, you
‘)ro\d’ica“y couldnt recoghize it as the same strip.

Creighton the Curious Student by Gregory Heffley

Teacher, if x +43 = 89, Creighton, x would be 46!
then what would x be?

\\\\\\

Thanks. Kids, if you want to learn
more about math, be sure to visit
Mr. Humphrey during his office

~_ hours. Or visit the library and
check out the newly expanded
Math and Science section!

So :[’m Pre-H')/ sure I won+ be sishihs au+03ra‘>\\s

ah7/+ime soon.

178



MARCH
Wedhesda;[
Me and Rowley were ehJoyiha our hot chocolate
in the cafeteria with the rest of +he Patrols
+oJa7/ ) and there was an announcement on the

|oudspeaker.

ROWLEY JEFFERSON,
REPORT TO MR.
WINSKY’S OFFICE

IMMEDIATELY.

f— !
e S7INN

Rowley went down to Mr. \l\]ihsky’s office, and
when Rowley came back fifteen minutes later, he
looked ?re-H‘y shaken up.

A‘)\)areh+l7/ Mr. \fJihsky got a call from a parent
who said +)ne)/ withessed Row|e7/ “+errorizih3“ +he
kihdersar-fhers w\'\eh \-\e was su?‘)osed to be

walkihs them home from school. And Mr. Wihsky
was rea”)/ mad about it.
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Rowley said Mr. \Alihsky yelled at him for about

+en minutes o\hd said Hs actions "Jisres‘)ec-red

+he ba&se."

You know, T +hink T mis)n‘l' Jus+ know what this
is all about. Last week, Rowley had to take a
quiz Jurihs -(our‘l'\w \Deriod, so ]: walked ‘Hwe

kih&ergo\r‘fhers *\ome on m7/ own.

]:+ }md rained +)na+ morhihe, and +)nere were d
lot of worms on the sidewalk. So T decided to
have some fun wiﬂ\ +\-\e kids.
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But some heighborhood lady saw what T was
Joiha ) and she ye“ed at me from her front ‘)orc\'\.

T+ was Mrs. Trvine, who is friends with Rowleyjs
mom. She must have +¥\ou3}\+ T was Rowley,
because ]: was borrowihs )nis coat. Ahcl ]: wash+
about to correct *\er, either.

ROWLEY JEFFERSON,
THE PRINCIPAL IS
GOING TO HEAR

ABOUT THIS!

T 'For30+ about the whole incident until +ocla7/.

Ah}""’"‘f’ Mr. Wihsky +old Rowley he’s going o
have +o aPolosize to the kihdersar-%hers tomorrow
morhing, and that he's svs?ehded from Patrols

'For a week .
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T knew T should Probo\bl)/ Just el Mr. \/Jihsky ™+
was me who chased the kids with the worms. But
T wasnt ready +o set the record $+rdi3¥'\+ Just
7/e+. T knew if T cohfesse&, T4 lose m7/ hot
chocolate privileges. And +hat rc's}\‘l' +here was
ehous"\ +o make me keeP quie‘f for the +ime beihs.

A‘I’ Aihher +ohi3¥'\+, Mom could +ell 50me+¥\ih3
was {>o+\'\erih3 me, So she came up to m7/ room
afterward to talk.

T +old her T was in a +ou3}\ situation, and T
didnt know what o do.

T got fo give Mom credit for how she handled
i+. She didnt ‘h‘y to pr and get all the details.
All she said was that T should try o do the
"ris)n-f -H\ihs," because it's our choices that make

us W"\O we are.

|

-l
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T fisure +hat's \Dre++7/ decent advice. But T'm still
hot 100% sure what T'm going +o do tomorrow.

/ﬂwrséax

Well, T was up all hia*ﬁ tossing and turning
over this Rowley situation, but T fa’hally made
up m7/ mind. T decided +he riﬁ)(ﬁ +)nih3 to do
was to just let Rowley +ake one for the team
+his +ime around.

I'M SORRY I
TERRORIZED
YOU CHILDREN.

On the way home from school, T came clean with
Row|e7/ and told him +he whole 4ruvth about what
}xa\)\)ehed, and \wow it was me w\'\o c)naseci +¥\e
kids with the worms.
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Then T +old him there were lessons we could
both learn from +his. T told him T learned 4o be
more careful about what T do in front of Mrs.
Trvine’s house, and that he learned a valuable
lesson, +oo, which is this: Be careful about who
you lend your coat +o.

I GUESS THIS HAS
BEEN A LEARNING
EXPERIENCE FOR

BOTH oF us!

To be honest with you, m7/ message didnt seem
to be getting ‘H'\rous\'\ +o Row|e>/.

We were suPPosed +o )nahg out after school
+o&a7, but he said he was JU5+ soihs o 90 Nome
and take a hap.

T couldnt rea||>/ blame him. Because if T didnt
)naVe m7/ )no+ chocold‘l'e ﬂ\is morhihs, 1 wouldn+
have had much ehersy, either.
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When T got home, Mom was waiting for me at
the front door.

DID YOU DO
THE RIGHT
THING?

¥

Mom took me out o get some ice cream as a s?ecial
treat. And what this whole e\>i$ode has +au9)n+ me
is that eVery once in a while, its not such a bad

icied to listen o your mo+)ner.

SLURP A

185



Tuesda%

There was another announcement on the |oucls‘>eaker
+ocla7/, and to be \wohes+ wﬁh 7'0“’ I kind of

ﬁsurecl ﬂus ohe was com.hs

GREG HEFFLEY, PLEASE
REPORT TO MR.
WINSKY’S OFFICE.

S\PPPP...

T knew it was Jus+ a matter of time before T
got busted for what )nq‘)\)ehed last week.

When T got to Mr. Wuhskys office, *\e was real-
I7 mad. Mr. \r\l.hsky told me that an dhohymous

source’ had informed him that T was +he real
cul\ari'f in the worm-c}\asihs incident.

Then he told me T was relieved of my Safe-f)/
Patrol duties “effective .mme&.a‘fel)/
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Well, i+ doesnt take a detective to fu’gure out
+that +he ahohymous source was Rowley.

T cant believe Rowley went and backstabbed
me like that. While T was sitting +here getting
chewed out 57/ Mr. Wihsky, T was ‘H’\ihkihg, T
need to remember to give my friend a lecture

about |o7/a|+7/.

Later on +oda7/ Rowley got reinstated as a Patrol.
And get this: He ac+uq||7/ got a PROMOTION.

Mr. \/\]msky Sdld Rowley *\dd ex*\ J()c‘h’.ci &lahd')/

under {alse suspicion.
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T +)nou3¥\+ about reaHy |e++ih3 Rowley have i+
for ratting me out like that, but +hen T
realized 50me+)nih3.

Thn June, all the officers in the San[e-l'y Patrols
go oh a trip o Six Hass, and +¥\e7/ get to +ake
along one friend. T need to make sure Rowley
knows T'm his suy.

LET ME GET
THIS FOR YOU,
“CAPTAIN™

Il

_

Tuesdax
Like 1 said before, -H-\e worst \Ddr'f of 3e++ih3
kicked off San[e+7 Patrols is losing your hot

chocolate Privﬂeaes.

EVery morhihs, T 90 to +)ne back door of ‘Hne

cafeteria so Rowley can hook me vp-
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But eiﬂ\er m7/ friehd )nas gone dea-f or )\e’s oo
busy kissihg the other officers’ butts to notice me

at the window. PSST!
PSST!

Th fact, now that T +hink of i, Rowley has been
TOTALLY sivihs me the cold shoulder |a+e|7/. Ah&

that's really lame, becavse if T recall correc+|7/,

HE” S ‘H\e onhe ‘H’\cﬁ sold ME out.

Even -H-\ous}-\ Rowley has been a total Jerk |a+e|7/,
T 4ried +o break the ice with him +oda7/, ahyway.
But even THAT didnt seem to work.
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APRIL
Ever since the worm incident, Rowley has been
}\ahsihs out with Collin Lee every Jay after school.
Wha+ reqlly stinks is that Collin is su?\aosed +o
be MY backup friend.

Those guys are acting +o+a||7/ ridiculous. Tocla?/,
Rowley and Collin were wearing +hese ma+c\\ih3
T-shirts, and it made me just about want o vorit.

SRS

m— AN\

A‘F‘l'er dinner +ohi3¥\+ , I Saw Rowley and Collin
walkihs up +he hill +03e+¥\er, c\wmmihs i+ up.
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Collin had his oVerh@ﬁ baa, so T knew -Hwey

were going to do a slee‘)oVer at Rowleyjs.

And T thouaht, Well, two can play at THAT
9 play

game. The best way to get back ot Rowley was

o 3e+ a new best {riend of m7/ own. But

uhfor-ruho\—fel)/ +he oh|7/ person who came 4o mind

rna}ﬁ' at ‘H\a‘f moment was Fr‘esley

T went up o Fre3|e7/s with my oVerh.sh-f ’oae so
Rowley could see T had other friend options, too.

When T got +here, Frealey was in his front
yard s+a{>bih3 a kite with a stick. That's when T
started 4o +hink maybe +his wasnt the best idea
after all.

PANT
PANT
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But Rowley was in his front yard, and he was
wa+c\\ih3 me. So T knew there was no turning back.

T invited m7/se|1[ into Freslefs house. His mom said
she was excited to see Fre3|e7/ with a "\alqyma'l'e,"
w%ic}x was a term I was hot ‘oo eh+)nusia$+ic about.

Me and 'Fresley went upstairs to his room.
?resley tried to get me to ‘)lay Twister with
Hm, so I made sure 1 s+a7/ec} ten feet away
from Kim at all times.

I decided ‘H\d‘l’ :[ s}wouH JU5+ Pu“ ‘H‘\e Plus on
+his s-hqm’d idea and 90 home. But eVery time T
looked out the window, Rowley and Collin were
still in Rowley’s front 7/ard.
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T didnt want 1o leave until +hose 9uys went back
inside. But things started to get out of hand with
Fresley \)re++7 quicH)/. When T was |ookih3 out the
window, Fre3|e7/ broke into my back‘)ack and ate the
whole {)aa of J'elly beans T had in there.

Fresley’s one of these kids who's not suP?oseJ to
eat any sugar, so two minutes later, he was
bouhcihs off the walls.

ﬂlrl

|
l

\

D
Fresley started acting like a total maniac, and
he chased me all around his upstairs.

T ke‘>+ +Hhkih3 he was Soihs +o come down off
of his sugar Hah, but he didn+. EVeh+ua||7/, T
locked myself in his bathroom to wait him out.
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Around 11:30, i+ got quie‘f out in the }'\d“Wdy.
That's when Fresley s|i\>\>ed a piece of paper
under the door.

T \)icke& it up and read it.

Dear Gregory,
T'em Very sorry I
chased you with a
booger on my Fn’nger-
Here, T Fu+ 1+ on
+his aper SO oy
can get me back.

=2
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That's the last +\m‘h3 T remember before T
blacked out.

T came to my senses a few Nours later. After T
woke up, ‘,[ cracked +¥\e door open, and 1 }xeard
Shorihs comihs {rom Fre3|e7/’s room. So j: Jeci&e&

to make a run for it.

Mom and Dad were not \'\a‘)‘)y with me for getting
them out of bed at 2:00 in the morhing. But {>7/
that point, T could really care less.
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l"\ohda%

Well, me and Row|e7/ have o”icia“y been ex-friends
for about a mohﬂ\ now, and to be )nohes+ wi‘H'\
7/ou, I’m better off wiﬂwouﬁ' Hm.

T slaJ T wn Just do whatever T want without
}mvihs to WOrry about carryihs all that dead
weis}ﬁ arouhci.

La+e|7/ Tve been }mhsihs out in Rodrick’s room
after SC"\OO' and soihs ‘H'\rous"\ "\ES stuff. ﬂ\e O‘H\er
Jay ) I found one of Hs middle sc\wool yearbooks.

Rodrick wrote on eVerybodyjs Pic-hzre in his
7/earbook, S0 you can +ell how he felt about all
the kids in his sracle.
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EVery once in a while, T see Rodrick’s old classmates
around town. Ahci ]: have to remember +o ﬂ\dhk
Rodrick for mo\kihs church a lot more interesting.

But the page in Rodrick’s yearbook +hat's reo\lly
interesting is the Class Favorites page.

That's where -ﬂ\ey Pu+ \)ic+ures of +he kids who
get voted Most PoPulo\r and Most Talented and
all that.
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Rodrick wrote on his Class Favorites page, oo.

MOST LIKELY TO SUCCEED

Bill Watson Kathy Nguyen

You know, this Class Favorites -H\ihs has really
30‘!’ m7/ gears +urhih3.

Tf you can get yourseh[ voted onto the Class
Favorites pPage, you’re \)rad’icall( an immortal.
Even if 7/00 dont live up to what 7/ou got
\)icked for, it doesnt reo\||y matter, because it's
oh ‘)ermaheh-f record.

People still treat Bill Watson like he’s SOme‘l'Hhs

S\)ecial , even -H\ous\\ he ended up cirop\)ihs out of
Hs"\ Sc‘wool.
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We still run into him at +he Food Barn eVery

once in a while.

WILL THAT BE
PAPER OR
PLASTIC, MAAM?

So here's what T'm +)nihkih3.‘ This school year
has been kind of a bus+, but if I can 3e+ voted
as a Class Favorite, T go out oh a )nis\\ note.

Tve been +r7/ih3 +o think of a ca+esor‘7/ T have
a shot at. Most PoPular and Most Athletic are
Jeﬁ'hi‘fel)/ out, so T'm going to have to find
some-l')nihs that's a little bit more in reach.

At first T -H-\ous\ﬁ maybe T should wear reall

4 )
nice c|o+"\e$ for -H'\e rest of ‘I'}\e 7/ear so 1 can
3e+ Best Dresse&.
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But ‘H‘\d‘l’ wouH mean I woulc} "\aVe o 3e+ my
picture taken with Jenna Stewart, and she
dresses like a Pilsrim.

We&hesda%
Las+ hi3¥\+ T was |7ih3 in bed, and it hit me: T
should 90 for Class Clown.

T+'s not like T'm known for beihs real 'Fuhhy at
sc)noo| or o\h7/+)nih3, but if I can \)u” off one bis
Prahk ris\ﬁ before voting, +hat could do it.




MAY
'ﬂwrsdqx
Tocidy I was +r7/ih3 o fisure out }\ow ]: was
going o sheak a thumbtack onto Mr. Worth's
chair in His+or7 when he said some’r\\ihg +hat
made me rethink my \)lah.

Mr. Worth told us he has a dentist’s appointment
+omorrow, so were going o have a substitute.
Subs are like comic SOH' You can say Just about
ah7/+)nih3 you want, and you cant get in trouble.

GREG HEFFLEY,
WILL YOU PLEASE
DO THIS PROBLEM?
YOUR MAMA!
( EXCUSE ME?)

WELL, T HARDLY
THINK THATS...

YOUR BIG
FANNY GRANNY!

YOUR SLAP-
HAPPY
GRANDPAPPY!
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T walked into my His+or7/ class +odo\7/, reac}y
to execute my \alah. But when T got to +he
Joor, guess who the substitute teacher was?

HI, HONEY
BUNCHES!

¢

Of all the Peo‘)le in the world +o be our sub
+odo\7/ , i+ was Mom. j: ‘Hnous}\‘l' Moms do\ys of
getting involved at my school were over.

She used 4o be one of those parents who came
n to \‘\elv out in +he classroom. But that all
c}\ahsed after Mom Volunteered o be a
c}xo\\‘)erohe for our field trip to +he zoo when
T was in +hird Sro\de.
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Mom had Prevare& all sorts of material to \-\el\) us
kids appreciate the different exhibits, but all
anyone wanted to do was watch +he animals 90
+o the bathroom.

@ HEE HEE HEE!
S

| ELEPHANTS |

Ahywa?/, Mom +o+a||7/ foiled my ‘Dldh 40 win Class
Clown. T'm Just |uck7/ there’s hot a ca+e30r7/
called Bi33e5+ Mama's BO}" because after +o&a7/,
T'd win +hat one in a landslide.

YOU FORGOT
YOUR LUNCH
AT HOME!
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Weéhesda%

The school paper came out again +oda>/. T quit
my Job as school cartoonist after "Creis)n-foh +he
Curious Student” came out, and T didnt really
care who +¥\e7/ \)icked +o re\>|ace me.

But eVeryohe was |o\u3}wih3 at the comics page at

lunch, so T \Dicked up 4 copy to see what was so
fuhhy. And when T oPehed i+ vp, T couldnt
believe my eyes.

didnt c\mhse a sihsle WORD of Rowley’s strip.

Zoo-Wee Mama by Rowley Jefferson

T omnot a
\da\/ T am just
one of +hose Jon
with long hair

50 no +hanks
+o +that date.

Z 0O-WEE
MAMA!

hig
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So how Rowley’s getting all the fame that was
su‘y‘)osed to be mine.

WILL YOU PUT
US IN YOUR
COMIC?

Even the teachers are kissihs Row|e7/’s butt. T
almost lost my lunch when Mr. Worth dro?\)ed his
chalk in His+or7/ class—
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l"\ohda%

This “Zoo-Wee Mama” -H-\ihs has reo\lly got me
worked up. Rowley is getting all the credit for a
comic that we came up with +ose+\'\er. T fisured
the least he could do was put my hame oh +he

s+n'\> as -ﬂ\e co-creator.

So 1 went up o Row|e7/ after SC}wool dhd ‘I'olJ
him that's what he was gonha have 4o do. But
Row|e7/ said Zoo-Wee Mama" was all HIS idea
and that T didn have anything to do with it.

T guess we mustve been +a|kih3 \Dre++7/ loud,
because the next +)nih3 7/ou khew, we attracted

a CFOWA.




The kids at my school are ALWAYS H'c\-\ihs +o
see a 1[.'3\-\-%. Me and Rowley tried 4o walk away,
but +hose 3u7/$ werent going to let us 90 until

+\we7 saw us throw some ?uhc}wes.

I’Ve hever been in a real 1[53%‘? before, so j: didnt
know how T was sup\)osed +o stand or hold my
fists or o\h}/‘ﬂ'\ihs. Ahci )/ou could +ell Rowley
didnt know what he was doihs eiﬂwer, because he
Just started prancing around like a |e\>rec}muh.

T was ?re‘Hy sure T could +ake Rowley in a
fish‘l', but +he ‘H\iha +hat made me nervous was
the fact that Rowley +akes karate. T dont know
what kind of )nocus—‘aocus +)ne7l +each in Rowle/s
karate classes, but the last ﬂ-\ihs T needed was
for him 4o |o\7/ me out rig\ﬁ' +here on the black+o?.
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Before me or Row|e7/ made a move, there was a
screec\\ihs sound in the school \Jarkihg lot. A
bunch of Yeenagers had s+0\>\>ed +heir \)iCkU\)
truck, and +¥\e7/ started Pilihs out.

j: was Jus+ )na\)\ay +¥\a+ eVeryohe's attention was

on the teenagers instead of me and Rowley. But
all the other kids took off when the teenagers
started ‘\eadih\g our wa7/.

And then T realized that these teenagers
looked awfully familiar.

Jﬂweﬁ’s w}\eh it }\H me. ’ﬂ\ese were ﬂ\e Same 30}/5

who chased me and Rowley around on Halloween

h.'s}ﬁ, and H\e)/ had fiha“y co\us)n-r up with us.
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But before we coulci make a run for it , we \'\ad our
arms pinhed behind our backs.

Those 9uys wanted to teach us a lesson for
taunting them on Halloween hight, and the
$+o\r+eci drsuihs over w}'\o\'i' ‘H\ey s\'\ouH &o wiﬂ'\ uS.

But 4o be honest with 7/ou, T was more concerned
about some+)nih3 else. The Cheese was only a few
feet from where we were s+ahclih3 on the aack‘fo?,
and it was looking nastier than ever.
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ﬂwe {’53 +eeho\3er must \-\o\Ve caus)n-f m7/ eye,
because the next H\ihs T knew, he was |ookih3
at ‘H\e C"\eese, too. Ahd I guess ﬂ'\eﬁ gave Hm
+he idea he was |ookih3 for.

Rowley got sih3|ed out first. The bis kid Srabbe&
Rowley and drasﬁed him over to +he Cheese.

Now, T dont want o say exac+|7/ wha+t ‘\a‘)‘)ehed
hext. Because if Rowley ever 4ries to run for
President and someone finds out what these 3u7/s
made )m'm do, }\e won+ ‘ane a c}xo\hce.

So TN put it o you +his way.‘ ’ﬂwey made Row|e7
— +he Cheese.
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:[ knew +)ne>/ were gohnha make me do it, “too. I
started to Pahic, becavse T knew T wasnt goihg
to be able +o -Fia)rﬁ m7/ wa7/ out of this situation.

1 WOULD, BUT

So T did some fast +a|kih3 instead.
I'M ALLERGIC
TO DAIRY!

N

And believe it or not, it adually worked.

1§

211



T guess +he teenagers were satisfied -H\e)/ had
made their Poih-h becauvse after ‘Hwey made
Rowley -Fihis}x off -H\e rest of +)ne C}xeese, +}\e7/
le+ us go. T}\ey got back in their +ruck and
took off down the road.

Me and Rowley walked home +03e+¥wer. But neither
one of us req||7/ said ahy-l'}-\ihs on the way back.

T ‘H\ous)n‘f about mentioning to Rowley +hat
maybe he could have ‘Julled out a cou‘>|e of Nis
karate moves back +here ) but some-ﬂxihg told me
to hold off on that ‘H\ousx'\‘f for n's}-ﬁ' how.

SHUDDER
SHUDDER
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Tuescla%
A+ school +oda7/, the teachers let us outside
after |uhc¥\.

I'f took about five seconds for someone o
realize the Cheese was missing from its spot on

+he black+0\>.

Germmmm)

EVerybody crowded around to look at+ where +he
Cheese used to be. Nobody could believe it was
qc+ua||7/ gone.

PeoPle started coming up with these crazy +heories
about what ho\\a\)ehe& to it. Somebody said that
maybe +he Cheese arew |e35 and walked away.
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1+ +ook all m7l self-control to kee\) my mou‘ﬁ\
s)nu-h Ahcl if Rowley wash+ s+o\hdih3 rish-r
‘H\ere ) I \wohes-H)' dont know if I could \'\dVe
ke‘)‘f quie‘l'.

A couvle of the auys who were arguing over what

‘\a\avehed +o the Cheese were +he same ones who
were egging me and Rowley on 7es+erda7/ afternoon.
So T knew it wasnt going o be long before
someone ‘70“' 4wo and 4wo +03e+\-\er and fisured out
+hat we must have had $ome+\\ih3 to do with it.

Rowley was starting to panic, and T don+t blame
Hm, either. T the 4ruth ever came out about
how the Cheese Jisa\;?eared, Rowley would be
finished. He’d have to move out of the state, and
ma?/{)e even the couh-h’y.
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ﬂwﬁ’s w}-\eh I decided o sveak up.

T +old everyone that T knew what )na\D\)ehec} +o
+he Cheese. T said T was sick of it {)eihs oh the
black-fop, and T Just decided o get rid of it once
and for all.

For a second -H'\ere ) eVeryohe Jus+ froze. 1
'H'\oua\'\‘f ?eo‘ﬂe were going to start ﬂmhkihs me
for who\-f :[ JJJ, but ’007/, was I wrong.

T rea||7/ wish T had worded my s+or7/ a little
c}i-f-fereh'fl)/. Because if :[ +¥\rew away -H\e C‘-\eese,
guess what that meant? T4 meant +hat T have
-H'\e C\'\eese Touc‘w.




JUNE
Fridax
Well, if Rowley o\\)\Drecia'l'eJ what T did for him
las+ week, he hasnt said it. But weve started
)nahsihs out after school daaih, so 1 guess +hat

means me and him are back to normal.

e (BWAAHAHAHA!
HH/EF":'!

T n \\ohes-H)/ say that so far, havihs +he
Cheese Touch hasnt been all +hat bad.

T+ 30‘!’ me out of c}oihs +he Square Dance unit
n P}\)/s Ed, because no one would partner up

with me. And TVve had the whole lunch +able to
myseh[ every Aay.

Today was the last do\y of school, and +\we7/
handed out 7/ear{>ooks after eisk‘f}\ Perioc}.
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I ﬂi\)\DeJ Yo -H-\e Class Favorites page, and here’s
the Pic+ure that was waH'ihs for me.

CLASS CLOWN

Rowley Jefferson

Al T can say is, if dh7/ohe wants a free yearbook,
+¥\e7/ can JJS one out of the trash can in +he
back of -H\e cafeteria.

You know, Row|e7l can have Class Clown for all T
care. But if he ever 3e+s too bis for his er'c\-\es,
T Just remind him that he was the avy who ate
+he
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.I’H be famous one dca)r, but for now T'm stuck

in middle school with a bunch of morons.

Wz MORONS

Vi

Being a kid can really stink. And no one knows this better
than Greg Heffley, who finds himself thrust into middle
school, where undersized weaklings share the hallways
with kids who are taller, meaner, and already shaving.

In Diary of a Wimpy Kid, author and illustrator Jeff Kinney
introduces us to an unlikely hero. As Greg says in his diary:

Just dont expect me to be all “Dear Piary“ :
this and “Dear Diqryﬂ that. 4

Luckily for us, what Greg Heffley says he won't do and
what he actually does are two very different things.

www.wimpykid.com
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